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Christmas Greetings from the Christmas Greetings from the Christmas Greetings from the Christmas Greetings from the Forum for Medieval and Forum for Medieval and Forum for Medieval and Forum for Medieval and     

Renaissance Studies in IrelandRenaissance Studies in IrelandRenaissance Studies in IrelandRenaissance Studies in Ireland    
 
 
The coordinators of the FMRSI wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and very best for the coming year. We hope that 
you have continued to enjoy and benefit from membership of 
the Forum, and we look forward to a prosperous and profit-
able 2012.  
 
 
Le gach dea-ghuí, 
 
 
Ann Buckley, Carrie Griffin, and Emer Purcell, FMRSI 
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New Publication by New Publication by New Publication by New Publication by FMRSI FMRSI FMRSI FMRSI Advisory Board MemberAdvisory Board MemberAdvisory Board MemberAdvisory Board Member    
    

Congratulations to FMRSI Advisory Board  
member Professor Elisabeth Okasha whose latest book, 
Women’s Names in Old English, was published by  
Ashgate in May of this year. Elisabeth traces instances of 
names in vernacular documents in Old English, challeng-
ing the received notion that the sex of an individual is  
definitively indicated by the grammatical gender of the 
name.  
 
The work is extremely detailed and comprehensive, and 
the contents are as follows: Foreword; Preface; Introduc-
tion; The material; Analysis and classification of the mate-
rial; Discussion of  
di-thematic names; Analysis and discussion of  
mono-thematic names; Some implications; Vernacular 
names in Old English poetry; General discussion; Conclu-
sion;  
Appendix; Bibliography; Concordances.  
 
Women’s Names in Old English can be purchased online 
from Ashgate’s website, where it is also available as an e-
book: http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409400103.  
 
Elisabeth Okasha, Women’s Names in Old English 
(Woodbridge: Ashgate, 2011), pp. 150; ISBN: 978-1-
4094-0010-3. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE FMRSI: APPROACH 3 PEOPLE!MEMBERSHIP OF THE FMRSI: APPROACH 3 PEOPLE!MEMBERSHIP OF THE FMRSI: APPROACH 3 PEOPLE!MEMBERSHIP OF THE FMRSI: APPROACH 3 PEOPLE!    
 
We are always keen to expand membership of the FMRSI and in particular to be  
inclusive of graduate students, both current and new. It is very encouraging to see how many people 
are working and researching in medieval and early modern areas, as evidenced by our current mem-
bership. As 2011 comes to a close we encourage our members to approachapproachapproachapproach 3 people 3 people 3 people 3 people and encourage 
them to join the FMRSI. The membership form can be found on our homepage: 
https://fmrsi.wordpress.com/, and queries relating to membership can be directed to Ann Buckley 
(Ann.Buckley@tcd.ie).     
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Some Upcoming Conferences ...Some Upcoming Conferences ...Some Upcoming Conferences ...Some Upcoming Conferences ...    
    

• Gender and Transgression in the Middle Ages, 4–5 May 2012, St Andrews 
Institute of Mediaeval Studies. See: http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/saims/
gender2012.htm. Deadline 23 December.     

    
• Medieval Warfare: Laws and Limits, 2 June 2012, St Andrews Institute of 
Mediaeval Studies. See: http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/saims/Medieval%
20Warfare%20colloquium.html.  

 
• Graduate Student Conference, Textual Intercourse: Medieval Appropriations 
and Appropriation of the Medieval, 17–18 2012, University of Pennsylvania. 
See: http://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/node/43885. Deadline: 17 January 
2012.    

 
• Knowledge: Transmission and Translation, North Carolina Colloquium in 
Medieval and Early Modern Studies & Duke University, 3–4 February 2012. 
See: http://mems.unc.edu/knowledge-transmission-and-translation-nc-
colloquium-of-medieval-renaissance-studies. Deadline 31 December.  

 
• Special Call for Medieval and Early Modern Texts in/as Popular Culture, 
The Popular Culture Association of Canada, to be held at Niagara Falls, On-
tario, 10–12 May 2010. See: http://www.canpop.ca/ . Deadline: 15 January 
2012.     

 
• Northern Renaissance Seminar, Genre in the Renaissance, University of 
Chester, 17 March 2012. See: http://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/
node/43965 . Deadline: 31 December.     
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Exhibition ReviewExhibition ReviewExhibition ReviewExhibition Review    

Royal Manuscripts: The Genius of IlluminationRoyal Manuscripts: The Genius of IlluminationRoyal Manuscripts: The Genius of IlluminationRoyal Manuscripts: The Genius of Illumination    
British Library, LondonBritish Library, LondonBritish Library, LondonBritish Library, London    
Until 13 March 2012Until 13 March 2012Until 13 March 2012Until 13 March 2012    

 
This magnificent exhibition showcases over 150 richly decorated manuscripts 
that were owned by English monarchs, ranging in date from the 8th to the 16th 
century. Principally drawn from the Old Royal Library that was gifted to the na-
tion by George II in 1757, this extensive and beautifully-curated show is a rare 
opportunity to view one of the most magnificent collections of illuminated manu-
script books in existence. 
 
At the heart of this exhibition are several of the fifty illuminated manuscripts ac-
quired by Edward IV during his reign (1461–70 and 1471–83). These books are 
huge in size and were intended to be read aloud and admired. Some of the high-
lights include a Bible historiale produced in Bruges at the end of the fifteenth 
century (Royal 18.D.ix), displaying a  
creation image (f. 5) in which God is 
depicted completing the creation of  
the beasts in a landscape that is  
reminiscent of that of Flanders. Also  
featured are several chronicles, incl- 
uding the one shown here, in which  
Jean de Wavrin, kneeling, presents 
his work to the monarch. 

Right: The author presenting his chronicle to Ed-
ward IV, Jean de Wavrin, Recueil des chroniques 
d’Engleterre, Bruges, c. 1475, Royal 15 E. iv, vol. 
1, f. 14© British Library Board. Images courtesy 
of the British Library Press Department. 
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As we might expect, the exhibition  features a large number of handwritten copies of Christian texts. Of 
particular note here is the Canterbury Royal Bible (Royal 1.E.vi), a ninth-century book from St 
Augustine’s Abbey; on display is one of the canon tables, which are decorated by panels of insular 
ornament that act as architectural frameworks for the Gospels, highlighting their symoblic importance 
as mighty edifices. Also on display is the Athelstan Psalter (Cotton Galba A. xviii), produced in Francia 
in the first half of the ninth century but containing additions made in tenth-century southern England; 
the comparatively-simple but extremely striking Liber Vitae (Stowe 944), open at f. 6 which shows King 
Cnut and Queen Emma-Ælfgifu in the act of presenting a cross to the altar of New Minster, 
Winchester; and the stunning Westminster Psalter (Royal 2.A.xxii), produced in London c. 1200 and 
on display at the Beatus page (f. 15), faced by an exquisite image of King David playing his harp. Also 
of note are the prayer roll of Henry VIII (Additional 88929) and his Psalter (Royal 2.A.xvi), open at  
an image of Henry reading from his psalm-book (see below). 
 
It is impossible to give a full overview of the treasures on show here, but I will mention a few: the 
Rochester Bestiary, c. 1230 (Royal 12.F.xiii); the Etymologiae of Isisdore of Seville in an eleventh-
century copy, made at Catnerbury (Royal 6.C.i); the illustrated Topographica Hibernica of Gerald of 
Wales, made in Lincoln at the turn of the thirteenth century and open at the page illustrating a kingship 
ritual in Tirconnell (f. 28v); and (probably the highlight of the exhibition) the Shrewsbury Book: the 
magnificent gift from military genius John Talbot to Margaret of Anjou (c. 1445). The manuscript is 
displayed on the astonishing bifolium which shows Talbot presenting the book to the new wife of 
Henry VI, ff. 2v-3).  
 
A visit to this exhibition is highly recommended and,  
at just £9 for admission, is excellent value for money.  
For those of you not able to get to London, there are  
other ways in which to experience the books: the  
British Library has released Royal Manuscripts app  
(www.bl.uk/app), and the exhibition catalogue,  
a wonderful and extremely well-illustrated publication,  
is very good value at £25 (softback; available from  
http://www.shop.bl.uk). The exhibition will also be  
celebrated at a conference on  
12 and 13 December (see: http://www.bl.uk/whatson/ 
exhibitions/royal/events/event124562.html ).  
And you can keep up-to-date on Twitter  
@britishlibrary on #BLroyal, and on the  
blog (http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk 
/digitisedmanuscripts/royal/ ).     
 
 
-Carrie Griffin, Queen Mary,  
University of London. 
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CÚPLA NCÚPLA NCÚPLA NCÚPLA NÓIMÉADIMÉADIMÉADIMÉAD     …………    
Susan Boynton 

    
How did you come to medieval/Renaissance studies?How did you come to medieval/Renaissance studies?How did you come to medieval/Renaissance studies?How did you come to medieval/Renaissance studies?    
   
I had always heard Renaissance music at home because my father  
sang in choirs that performed early music, so in my first year of  
university I took a course on the performance practice of  
Renaissance music that opened up a new world for me.  
As an undergraduate at Yale in the 1980s, I had fantastic  
professors (of medieval Latin, medieval art history, medieval music,  
medieval literature, and medieval history) who inspired me to  
specialize in the Middle Ages. It helped that I had studied Latin  
for several years before beginning university. Perhaps it is no  
coincidence that my high-school Latin teacher (who had a doctorate)  
always said medieval Latin was his area of predilection. 
 
    
Who was your most inspirational teacher/mentor, and why?Who was your most inspirational teacher/mentor, and why?Who was your most inspirational teacher/mentor, and why?Who was your most inspirational teacher/mentor, and why?    
 
Margot Fassler (formerly of Yale and Brandeis, now at the University of Notre Dame). She 
advised my undergraduate senior thesis and my doctoral dissertation, and remains my men-
tor and friend. Her boundless enthusiasm for research is infectious; she communicates how 
exciting it is to study the Middle Ages.   
    
What is the last conference you attended?What is the last conference you attended?What is the last conference you attended?What is the last conference you attended?    
 
The annual meeting of the American Musicological Society, which has a few sessions on 
early music. Last summer I attended two fascinating interdisciplinary conferences, one of 
them (at the University of Poitiers) on originality and tradition in medieval culture and the 
other (at the University of York) on the construction of memory in medieval Spain. 
 
Which book(s) are you currently reading?Which book(s) are you currently reading?Which book(s) are you currently reading?Which book(s) are you currently reading?    
    
Simon Ditchfield, Liturgy, Sanctity and History in Tridentine Italy: Pietro Maria Campi and 
the Preservation of the Particular (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995).     
 
What are your hopes for the future of early studies in Ireland?What are your hopes for the future of early studies in Ireland?What are your hopes for the future of early studies in Ireland?What are your hopes for the future of early studies in Ireland? 
 
I would like to see more publications and conferences on the liturgy in medieval Ireland and 
on liturgical manuscripts from Ireland.   

Continued ...Continued ...Continued ...Continued ...    
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CÚPLA NCÚPLA NCÚPLA NCÚPLA NÓIMÉADIMÉADIMÉADIMÉAD     … … … … (continued) 
 
 

      What achievement in your career are you most proud of, and why?What achievement in your career are you most proud of, and why?What achievement in your career are you most proud of, and why?What achievement in your career are you most proud of, and why? 
 
My most recent book, Silent Music: Medieval Song and the Construction of History in Eighteenth-Century 
Spain (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011). For this project I had to read up on many aspects of eight-
eenth-century Spain, while studying the papers of the Jesuit Andres Marcos Burriel (1719-62) over a period of 
ten years. As a medievalist who had previously specialized in Italy and France, I found it quite a stretch but well 
worth the effort.   
    
What's your guilty pleasure when working?What's your guilty pleasure when working?What's your guilty pleasure when working?What's your guilty pleasure when working?    
    
Searching on the Web for bibliography on a topic other than the one I am supposed to be writing about.  
    
What excites you most about teaching medieval/early modern topics to students?What excites you most about teaching medieval/early modern topics to students?What excites you most about teaching medieval/early modern topics to students?What excites you most about teaching medieval/early modern topics to students?    
 
Again and again, I have seen that students who work hard (and have considerable patience) can come up with 
original ideas or make significant discoveries no matter how new they are to the field. I find it very exciting to 
share the experience of discovery with them. The possibilities seem to be endless, especially in the study of 
manuscripts.   
 
In your opinion can Irish medievalists do more to promote what they do, and how?In your opinion can Irish medievalists do more to promote what they do, and how?In your opinion can Irish medievalists do more to promote what they do, and how?In your opinion can Irish medievalists do more to promote what they do, and how? 
 
I think that Irish medievalists could publish more of their research in the periodicals that are widely read by me-
dievalists of all stripes and all nations, such as Speculum, Traditio, and Viator.   
 
What is your favourite historical novel/movie/website to do with the early periods?What is your favourite historical novel/movie/website to do with the early periods?What is your favourite historical novel/movie/website to do with the early periods?What is your favourite historical novel/movie/website to do with the early periods?    
 
The Name of the Rose. 
 
If you could be transported back in time to witness something, what would it be?If you could be transported back in time to witness something, what would it be?If you could be transported back in time to witness something, what would it be?If you could be transported back in time to witness something, what would it be?    
    
I would like to see and hear firsthand how singers learned and performed chant in the ninth century.     
 
Which historical figure do you most admire?Which historical figure do you most admire?Which historical figure do you most admire?Which historical figure do you most admire? 
 
Actually, the figure I most admire currently is Andres Marcos Burriel, the subject of my book Silent Music. It 
may sound like an odd choice because he is not well known today, but he was ahead of his time. I find that most 
of the famous historical figures who would be more obvious choices have unsavory aspects that deter me, but I 
do not know quite enough about Burriel's personal life to make that judgment in his case.   

    
Susan Boynton is Associate Professor at the Department of Music, Columbia Univer-Susan Boynton is Associate Professor at the Department of Music, Columbia Univer-Susan Boynton is Associate Professor at the Department of Music, Columbia Univer-Susan Boynton is Associate Professor at the Department of Music, Columbia Univer-

sity. She is also a member of FMRSI’s Advisory Board. sity. She is also a member of FMRSI’s Advisory Board. sity. She is also a member of FMRSI’s Advisory Board. sity. She is also a member of FMRSI’s Advisory Board.     
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Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Forum for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies in IrelandStudies in IrelandStudies in IrelandStudies in Ireland    
Dr Ann Buckley, TCDDr Ann Buckley, TCDDr Ann Buckley, TCDDr Ann Buckley, TCD    
Dr Carrie Griffin, QMUL/UCCDr Carrie Griffin, QMUL/UCCDr Carrie Griffin, QMUL/UCCDr Carrie Griffin, QMUL/UCC    
Emer PurcellEmer PurcellEmer PurcellEmer Purcell    M.Phil (UCD), UCCM.Phil (UCD), UCCM.Phil (UCD), UCCM.Phil (UCD), UCC    

W: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com    
E: medrenforum@gmail.comE: medrenforum@gmail.comE: medrenforum@gmail.comE: medrenforum@gmail.com    
 

Cuttings Editor: Cuttings Editor: Cuttings Editor: Cuttings Editor:     
Dr Carrie Griffin Dr Carrie Griffin Dr Carrie Griffin Dr Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie/(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie/(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie/(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie/
c.griffin@qmul.ac.uk)c.griffin@qmul.ac.uk)c.griffin@qmul.ac.uk)c.griffin@qmul.ac.uk)    

FIND US ON FIND US ON FIND US ON FIND US ON     
 
 
 
 
 

Become a fan of the Become a fan of the Become a fan of the Become a fan of the 
FMRSI at: FMRSI at: FMRSI at: FMRSI at: 

http://www.facebook.com/p
ages/Forum-for-Medieval-
and-Renaissance-Studies-in-

Ire-
land/167725991439?v=wall     

HIGHLIGHTS FROM FMRSI WEBSITE: HIGHLIGHTS FROM FMRSI WEBSITE: HIGHLIGHTS FROM FMRSI WEBSITE: HIGHLIGHTS FROM FMRSI WEBSITE:     
OCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBER        

Student Conference: Language, Contact and Change, Uni-Student Conference: Language, Contact and Change, Uni-Student Conference: Language, Contact and Change, Uni-Student Conference: Language, Contact and Change, Uni-
versity of Glasgow: versity of Glasgow: versity of Glasgow: versity of Glasgow: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/11/20/event-language-contact-
and-change-student-conference-university-of-glasgow-11-
feb-2012/    
    
Novelist Requires Assistance with work on Late Medieval Novelist Requires Assistance with work on Late Medieval Novelist Requires Assistance with work on Late Medieval Novelist Requires Assistance with work on Late Medieval 
Ireland: Ireland: Ireland: Ireland: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/11/20/news-late-
medieval-ireland-specialist-required-to-assist-with-a-
fictional-novel/  
 
Conference: Writing Europe Before 1450, University of Conference: Writing Europe Before 1450, University of Conference: Writing Europe Before 1450, University of Conference: Writing Europe Before 1450, University of 
Bergen: Bergen: Bergen: Bergen: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/12/01/cfp-
writing-europe-before-1450-university-of-bergen-3-5-june-
2012/  
 
All of the Latest Jobs: All of the Latest Jobs: All of the Latest Jobs: All of the Latest Jobs: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/11/28/employment-weekly-
jobs-digest-28-november-2011/     

Oénach:Oénach:Oénach:Oénach:    FMRSIFMRSIFMRSIFMRSI    ReviewsReviewsReviewsReviews    
The Editor welcomes suggestions for titles for review in future issues 

of Oénach: FMRSI Reviews. 

If you have a proposal for a review, please send an e-mail 
to: oenach.reviews@gmail.com.oenach.reviews@gmail.com.oenach.reviews@gmail.com.oenach.reviews@gmail.com.    

Dr Ann Buckley, Editor; Dr Ann Buckley, Editor; Dr Ann Buckley, Editor; Dr Ann Buckley, Editor; http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/     


