
The official launch of the Forum for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies in 
Ireland was held at Trinity College Dublin 
on 26-27 February, hosted by TCD, and 
with the support of the Society for 
Renaissance Studies and Four Courts 
Press. Delegates represented many of the 
major Irish universities, with many of our 
members travelling long distances to 
attend. 
 
We began with a very lively and stimulating 
Round Table Discussion, chaired by Dr 
Carrie Griffin of UCC. Dr Ann Buckley 
(TCD) gave a brief account of the activities 
and ethos of the forum, followed by 
contributions by Mr Charlie Doherty 
(UCD), Prof. Brendan Dooley (UCC), 
Prof. Poul Holm (TCD), Prof. Eiléan Ní 
Chuilleanáin (TCD), Prof. Elisabeth 
Okasha (UCC), Dr Mark Stansbury 
(NUIG), and Prof. John Thompson 
(QUB). Broadly informed by the rubric, 
“Current Trends and Future Directions”, 
issues addressed included the role of the 
academic in Irish society; the challenges of 
teaching and learning in earlier periods of 
study; the diversification of skills of the 
medieval and Renaissance academic; the 
importance of outreach and actively 
promoting public awareness of research in 
Medieval and early modern studies; the 
recession and the employment market. 
There was dynamic audience engagement, 
enriched by a variety of perspectives and 
experiences, including postgraduate 
research, publishing and the heritage 
industry.  
  

Following the Round Table, the 
Forum was launched by Prof. Eiléan Ní 
Chuilleanáin of TCD’s School of English & 
Emer Purcell (UCC) at a convivial wine 
reception kindly sponsored by Four Courts 
Press. Indeed, Four Courts were in 
attendance with an impressive array of 
books, selected and presented by Anthony 
Tierney, and reflecting the dynamic state of 
early and Early Modern research and 
research collaboration in Ireland,  
 
Saturday 27th was stimulating and 
informative, with papers from Irene O’ 
Daly (TCD) on John of Salisbury; Ian 
Campbell (UCD) on Aristotelianism and 
ethnicity before the Enlightenment; Áine 
Sheehan (UCC) on Irish Bardic families; 
Ilona Tuomi (University of Helsinki/MIC 
Limerick) on the apotropaic functions of 
Sheela-na-gigs; and Sinéad Larkin (QUB) 
on disguise in contemporary 
Shakespearean performance. The morning 
ended on a high note with  presentations 
from Amos Edelheit (NUIM) on Giovanni 
Caroli; Emma Nic Chárthaigh (UCC) on 
the De Finibus project; and Jenifer Ní 
Ghrádaigh (UCC) on the Christ on the 
Cross project. 
 
The organisers would like to sincerely 
thank the following: all presenters and 
Round Table participants; our hosts Prof. 
Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin and Trinity College 
Dublin; the TCD student helpers; the 
Society for Renaissance Studies; Four 
Courts Press; all delegates, particularly 
those who travelled to participate.  
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Medieval Romance: Twelfth Biennial Conference 
‘Insular Romance: Contexts and Traditions’ 

School of English, 
University College Cork, 

Ireland 
April 10th-12th 2010 

http://www.ucc.ie/en/med-romance/ 
  

 
For more than two decades, this conference series, in its various guises – Romance in 
Medieval England, Romance in Medieval Britain, Medieval Romance – has been the 
platform for some of the most innovate research into the late-medieval genre of romance 
(and related texts) produced in insular contexts. The conference comes to Ireland for the 
second time in April 2010, and is hosted by the School of English, University College Cork. 
  
Speakers in 2010 are: 
 
 
Marianne Ailes, Elizabeth Archibald, Laura Ashe, Joanna Bellis, Aisling Byrne, Felicity 
Cable, Nicole Clifton, Helen Cooper, Ivana Djordjevic, Zoe Enstone, Rosalind Field, Alan 
Foley, Philppa Hardman, Megan Leitch, Natalie Orr, Bonnie Millar, Maldwyn Mills, Rachel 
Moss, Ad Putter, Hannah Priest, Raluca Radulescu, Robert Rouse, Cory Rushton, Corinne 
Saunders, Kaja Sadowski, Judith Weiss. 
  
 
For enquiries, contact the conference organiser, Dr Ken Rooney, School of English, 
University college Cork: k.rooney@ucc.ie . Those interested in attending are asked to 
complete a registration form. 
  

 
 

https://exchfe02.ucc.ie/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ucc.ie/en/med-romance/�
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De Finibus Project Public Lecture 
 

Bernard McGinn 
Naomi Shenstone Donnelley Professor Emeritus of Historical Theology and of the History of Christianity 

in the Divinity School, Chicago University 
 

Medieval Eschatology: The Irish Contribution 
 

In the Aula Maxima, University College Cork 
Tuesday, 8 June 2010, 19:00 

 
All welcome/ Fáilte roimh chách 

 
 
 
The De Finibus IRCHSS funded project, University College Cork: 
   
What awaits us beyond the grave is perhaps the fundamental human mystery. Visionary accounts of the 
afterlife are attested long before the Common Era, and loomed large in the imaginative universe of early 
Christianity. The Medieval Irish inherited and further transformed this tradition, producing vivid 
eschatological narratives which had a profound impact throughout Europe as well as being texts of 
remarkable literary and spiritual power in their own right. For further details on this project see our website: 
http://definibus.ucc.ie/.  
 
Professor Bernard McGinn is Naomi Shenstone Donnelley Professor Emeritus of Historical Theology and 
of the History of Christianity in the Divinity at Chicago University. He works in the history of Christianity 
and the history of Christian thought, primarily in the medieval period. He has written extensively in the 
areas of the history of apocalyptic thought and, most recently, in the areas of spirituality and mysticism. His 
current long-range project is a five-volume history of Christian mysticism in the West under the general title 
The Presence of God, four volumes of which have appeared: The Origins of Mysticism; The Growth of 
Mysticism; The Flowering of Mysticism; and The Harvest of Mysticism in Medieval Germany. 
 
 
  

 

Saturday April 10th 2010. All welcome; admission free. Robert Emmet Lecture Theatre, Arts Building, 
Trinity College, Dublin 

Moderator: Diarmaid Ferriter. Speakers: Fintan O’Toole, Catriona Crowe, Eunan O’Halpin. 

In 1922 the bulk of Ireland’s documentary heritage was destroyed. This symposium poses a stark 
question: what will be the state of Irish archives in 2022 on the centenary of the Four Courts blaze?  

For further details contact Dr Peter Crooks (p.crooks@tcd.ie)  

A Symposium to Debate the Future of Archives in Irish Society  
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Staging Transgression in the Early Modern Period 
Conference at Trinity College Dublin & University College Dublin, August 6th-

7th 2010 
 

A two-day conference will take place in Trinity College Dublin on August 6th and 7th 2010 to explore the 
representation and performance of transgression in Tudor and Stuart literature. The keynote speakers for 
this event are: 

• Prof. Lisa Hopkins (Sheffield Hallam University) who has widely published on Shakespeare, Marlowe, 
and Ford among others;  

• Dr Thomas Rist (University of Aberdeen) whose publications address religio-political transformations in 
early modern drama;  

• Prof. Danielle Clarke (University College Dublin) whose publications explore gender, rhetoric and 
power in a wide range of early modern genres.  

In recent years, early modern criticism has shown a marked interest in the concept of what constitutes 
transgression, the liminal and the marginal. Building upon this significant trend, “Staging Transgression” will 
examine the period’s insistent awareness of transgressive persons, places and things, deviant behaviours and 
communities, and consider discourses on both real and imagined threats. A range of diverse yet related 
topics will be addressed, including: the construction and contravention of social, corporeal and sexual 
norms; violation and subversion; political and legal corruption; rules and regulatory bodies; and heresy and 
orthodoxy.  

The conference is an inter-institutional event between Trinity College Dublin and University College 
Dublin, and aims to further existing links, and foster new networks of scholarship, between universities in 
Ireland, the UK, and further afield. Please email proposals for papers to stagingtransgression@gmail.com by 
Monday 17th May 2010. Abstracts should be approximately 250 words in length and papers should be no 
longer then 20 minutes. The Society for Renaissance Studies has provided funding for several postgraduate 
travel bursaries; please email the above address if you would like to apply for one of these £100 bursaries. 
For further details please see the Staging Transgression blog: http://stagingtransgression.blogspot.com/ 

Richard FitzRalph: His Life, Times and Thought 
National University of Ireland Maynooth, November 15th—17th 2010 

 
NUIM will host a conference to commemorate the 650th anniversary of the death of Richard FitzRalph 
(November 16th, 1360) in November 2010. Proposals are now being accepted for this meeting, and should 
include the author’s name and professional affiliation, the paper’s title, a brief abstract (150 words or less), 
and any audio-visual requirements.  
 
Please send proposals to Dr Michael Dunne (Michael.W.Dunne@nuim.ie) by May 15th 2010. 

mailto:stagingtransgression@gmail.com�
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Call for Papers: Artefact  

Artefact is the peer reviewed journal published by the Irish Association of Art Historians in 
consultation with academics from universities across Ireland, north and south. Submissions are 
welcome on all periods and aspects of art history and visual culture, and the journal aims to provide an 
outlet for publication of new and emerging scholarship in Ireland. The deadline for receipt of full-
length submissions for issue four is: Monday, 3rd May 2010. 

Submissions, following the style guidelines, can be emailed to: artefactjournal@gmail.com. Style 
Guidelines are available at http://artefactjournal.com. 

FMRSI Web Stats 

At the time of writing, 

the FMRSI website has 

had an impressive 

118,376 views!  

We are delighted to 

report, too, that we now 

have 109 members. 

We continue to 

welcome applications 

from potential 

members; details are at 

http://

fmrsi.wordpress.com/  

 Join the fast-growing Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland  Facebook Group! 
 
We now have 163 friends, and we invite you to join and increase the virtual community: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-Medieval-and-Renaissance-
Studies-in-Ireland/167725991439?ref=sgm  

 
Review for Cuttings? 
 
Cuttings welcomes reviews of media, events of 
interest to our members, exhibitions, websites and 
so on. Suggestions for review can be submitted to 
editor Carrie Griffin (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie). 
 
Reviews of the following are now welcome: 
 
• Treasures of the Royal Irish Academy: An 

Exhibition Spanning 1500 Years of Irish 
History. Until May 21st and from 8th—25th 
June 2010; 

 
• Taking Stock: Acquisitions, 2000-2010. 

National Gallery of Ireland, until July 25th. 
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status’ meant that few historians, or indeed publishers, 

wanted to write about or print the depositions unless 

they referred exclusively to these atrocities. In more 

recent times, however, historians have developed new, 

innovative approaches to re-assess the evidence 

contained within. This has illustrated their value as a 

historical source for understanding early-modern 

Ireland. 

For full conference details see: 

https://www.tcd.ie/history/1641/index.php; or email the 

organising committee: 1641depositions@tcd.ie 

 

The 1641 Depositions: Politics, Society and the 

Wars of the Three Kingdoms; April 9th—10th 

2010 

Trinity College Dublin 

The 1641 Depositions, a collection of nearly 4,000 

witness statements, reveal a wealth of information 

about the various cultural, political and social 

nuances of seventeenth-century Ireland and the 

wider world. Taken during the troublesome events 

of the 1640s and 1650s, they became the chief 

evidence for the hotly contested massacres of Irish 

Protestants by native Irish Catholics during the 

1641 rebellion in Ireland. From the early modern 

period until the mid-twentieth century, their ‘ritual 

Chaucer at Galway, 19th—20th May 2010 Call for Papers 
Deadline Extended until April 8th 
 
See: http://http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/11/17/cfp-chaucer-at-
galway-nui-galway-19-20-may-2010/  

The 1641 Depositions; TCD, April 9th—10th 

Forum for Medieval and 

Renaissance Studies in Ireland 

Dr Ann Buckley (TCD) 

Dr Carrie Griffin (UCC) 

Emer Purcell M.Phil (UCC) 

W: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com 

E: medrenforum@gmail.com 

NEWS 

Cuttings Editor: Dr Carrie 
Griffin (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie) 
 

The National Archives 
Podcasts on Medieval Warfare: Sources and Approaches 
 
See: http://http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/podcasts/medieval-
warfare.htm  
 
 
 

Latest Employment & Funding Opportunities 
 
See the FMRSI Website: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/?s=Employment&searchsubmit=Find+»  
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