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Oenach: Journal of the Forum for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies in Ireland 

Call for Submissions 
Oenach: JFMRSI invites submissions for its first issue, to be published online in the summer of 2009. We 

welcome shorter articles on any topic Medieval and/or Renaissance, as well as new translations, and 

editions, manuscript descriptions, and other new findings, discoveries, and rediscoveries. The terms 

“Medieval” and “Renaissance” are intended in their broadest and most inclusive sense; that is:

• from the Late Antique to the Early Modern periods (roughly 4th - early 17th centuries CE/AD);

• in all parts of the world;

• including other cultures’ equivalents to a “Medieval,” “Renaissance,” or “post-Classical and pre-

Modern” period (if this happens to fall outside the aforementioned chronological period);

• including comparative work, especially work crossing traditional boundaries between “Medieval” and 

“Renaissance,” and work discussing - and indeed questioning - the very terms themselves;

To combat our field’s (broadly speaking) characteristic slow turn-around time and consequent slowness in 

pace, and in the interests of intellectual re-invigoration, Oenach is a digital journal and specializes in 

shorter articles, of two types:

•2,500-4,000 words: most of our articles will be in the form of “notes”: building, for example, on material 

presented recently at colloquia and conferences, or as postgraduate course-work;

•6,000-7,500 words: we will publish at most two or three such medium-length articles per issue.

For further details and a style sheet see: http://oenach.wordpress.com/ or contact the editors at 

oenach.journal@gmail.com. 
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http://oenach.wordpress.com
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Conference:Dublin and the Pale in the Renaissance

Swift Theatre, Trinity College Dublin, Friday, May 29th 2009

9:00 Welcome  Sarah Alyn Stacey (TCD)

9:10-10:00   Session 1 — Archaeology  

Presider:  Heather King (OPW)

Michael Potterton (University College Dublin), “The Archaeology of the Pale”

Ben Murtagh (Independent Scholar), “The Dating of the White Castle in Athy, Co. 
Kildare”

10:00-11:00   Session 2 — Lordship

Presider: Rachel Moss (TCD)

Gerald Power (NUI-Galway), “The Barons of Slane in the Tudor State, 1492-1573”

Vincent Carey (SUNY-Plattsburgh), "Gender and Noble Power in the Pale: Mabel Browne 
and the Wizard Earl of Kildare”

11:00-11:15  Coffee Break

11:15-12:15   Session 3 — History and Law

Presider:  Niall Brady (Discovery Programme, Dublin)

Valerie McGowan-Doyle (Lorain County CC), “The Old English and the Dublin 
parliament of 1569-71”

Neasa Malone (NUI-Maynooth), “Pale lawyers and legal interpretations, 1574-86”

continued...
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12:15-1:00  Session 4 — Art and Architecture

Presider:  Andrew Carpenter (UCD)

Jane Fenlon (Art Historian), “‘A Permanent, Persuasive, Civic Proclamation’, Thomas 
Wentworth, Earl of Strafford and the Viceregal Court in Dublin”

Stuart Kinsella (Christ Church Cathedral), “All gorgiusly wrought': Renaissance 
influence
at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin”

1:00-2:00   Lunch

2:00-3:00   Plenary

Introduction:  Brian Shanahan (Discovery Programme, Dublin)

John Bradley (NUI-Maynooth):  “The Late Medieval Pale:  Continental Perspectives”

3:00-3:30   Coffee Break

3:30-4:30   Session 5 —  The Gael in the Pale

Presider:  Raymond Gillespie (NUI-Maynooth)

Christopher Smith (Texas Tech U.), “Ancient ‘Harmony’: Gaelic Music Influences in 
Anglo-Irish Dublin”

Brendan Kane (U. Connecticut), "Languages of legitimacy? an Ghaeilge and British 
politics in the Pale, 1600-1624"

4:30-5:30   Session 6 — Literature and Politics

Presider:  Maryclaire Moroney (John Carroll U.)

Thomas Herron (East Carolina University), “Politicizing Richard Stanyhurst’s Aeneis 
(1582)”

Willy Maley (U. Glasgow), “Redshank Redemption: Milton’s Observations on ‘A 
Representation of the Scotch Presbytery at Belfast in Ireland’ (1649)” 

Further details available from conference organisers Thomas Herron 
(herront@ecu.edu) and Michael Potterton (michael.potterton@ucd.ie). 

mailto:herront@ecu.edu
mailto:herront@ecu.edu
mailto:michael.potterton@ucd.ie
mailto:michael.potterton@ucd.ie


C U T T I N G S              M A Y  2 0 0 9 

4

New Life in Medieval Studies: Borderlines XIII, March 19 – 21 2009; TCD / UCD
Report by Pat O’ Brien, School of English, UCD

The Borderlines conference series was set up in 1996 by Stephen Kelly and Jason O’Rourke, then 
PhD candidates at Queen’s University Belfast, with a view to consolidating postgraduate medieval 
studies in Ireland and the U.K, through the crossing of institutional, geographical, and disciplinary 
borders. And, given the internationally recognized profile it has built up since, it would seem 
Borderlines has succeeded far beyond its founders’ original expectations. After more than a decade 
of conferences, much of the continuing vigour is due to its rotation among Irish universities on an 
annual basis. Each new year brings a new host university and a fresh organizing committee; and the 
infusion of new blood into tried-and-tested tradition results in a subtle alchemy which never fails to 
impress both those who present at and attend a Borderlines conference. 

Held on the week of the Ides of March and the 13th in the series, the omens for Borderlines 2009 
were good. The hosting of this particular conference was a bit different to what had gone before: for 
the first time in its history Borderlines would be hosted by two universities (not one as is usually the 
practice): University College, Dublin, and Trinity College Dublin. Passing on the mantle, the 
organizers of the previous year’s conference, held in University College Cork, had shown vision in 
suggesting that  their successors come from both centres for medieval research in Dublin, so as to 
strengthen the ties between these two universities and to further promote collegiality among 
researchers in medieval studies in general. A co-hosting indeed offered unparalled opportunity for 
development of the Borderlines series, but it also presented new challenges (not least of which the 
issue of a split venue) which had to be addressed if the proposed co-hosting was to succeed as a 
seamless event. Also, trying to raise funds in the face of an economic downturn was another, 
unanticipated challenge the organizers were obliged to meet, one which unfortunately seems to be 
the lot of all would-be conference organizers for the near future. 

The pressure of exigent circumstances, however, often forces people to get creative with their 
solutions and this was the case with Borderlines XIII which, apart from a few minor hiccups, ran 
with the clockwork precision of a lean, mean conference machine. Proceedings kicked off in Trinity’s 
Swift Theatre on Thursday 19th of March with a session on liminality in drama (with topics as 
diverse as medieval Cornish drama and Flemish doctors on the Renaissance stage). After an equally 
fascinating panel which discussed neglected gallants, Spenserian sycophants, and Satanic romance 
heroes, lunch was followed by a walking tour of medieval Dublin led by Dr Stephen Harrison of the 
Friends of Medieval Dublin which received many compliments and was thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone. The day’s programme finished in the evening on a high note with a panel that discussed 
lepers, infected vision, and witchcraft. 

Friday’s programme took place in the Humanities Institute, UCD, and got off to a flying start with 
papers on human/animal shape-shifters, Beowulf, and why people are afraid of fairy ringforts. This 
session was followed by an archaeological panel entitled ’Border life’ which examined topics like the 
post-Roman population of Norfolk and fences in Hiberno-Norse towns. Later in the day, a particular 
highlight was Michael Brennan’s paper on asymmetry in Insular art, but it was left to Katrin Kania 
to steal the show at the end of the day 
          continued ....
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with her entertaining yet scholarly paper on medieval tailoring. A jewel in the Borderlines XIII 
programme was Professor Helen Cooper’s (Cambridge) plenary lecture called: ’Of mortals, gods and 
fairies in Chaucer and Shakespeare’ which she delivered with characteristic aplomb to a rapt audience 
in UCD’s Humanities Institute on Friday evening at 7pm.   

Saturday, the final day of conference, was split between the two conference centres, with the morning’s 
papers held in UCD and those of the evening in Trinity. Papers which stood out on Saturday morning 
were Alan Foley’s paper on the inseparability of love and lechery in MS Harley 2253 and Dagmar 
Haunold’s paper on digitizing Esnada Tige Buchet. The conference’s final two panels, on visionary 
literature and ’conflict and ideology’, respectively, took place in Trinity, and contained some of the most 
interesting presentations of the entire programme with papers on Dream and Scottish Legendary, 
Tírechán’s Life of Saint Patrick, and a bridge made of feathers! Weary but immensely satisfied, 
everybody retired for a while only to reconvene at the Brazen Head (Dublin’s oldest inn, founded in 
1198) for the end-of-conference ‘Domesday banquet’. Much eating and mutual toasting ensued and it 
was universally agreed that Borderlines XIII, thanks in greatest part to those who attended and gave 
papers, did indeed ROCK! Special thanks is extended to The Department of Irish and Celtic Languages, 
TCD, The Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, TCD, and The School of English, Drama, and 
Film, UCD, without whose generous sponsorship in lean times Borderlines XIII could never have 
happened. 

For 2010, Borderlines XIV returns to its spiritual home at Queen’s University Belfast, and this year’s 
Borderlines’ organizers, Pat O’Brien, UCD, Nicole Volmering, TCD, and Dr Sinead Connors, UCD, 
extend their warmest wishes for success to next year’s committee. “An area of thriving and exciting 
scholarship, covering a multiplicity of disciplines”. As the manifesto describes it on the conference 
website, Borderlines continues to prove there is life in the Middle Ages yet and plenty of it! 

Pat O’ Brien is a PhD candidate at the School of English, University College Dublin. The 
Borderlines website is at: http://www.borderlines.ie. 

http://www.borderlines.ie
http://www.borderlines.ie
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11th Medieval 
Dublin Symposium; 
Trinity College 
Dublin, 23 May 2009
The Friends of Medieval 
Dublin host the 11th medieval 
Dublin symposium on 
Saturday 23rd May 2009. 
Admission is free; all 
welcome. For a programme 
and details see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/14/11th-medieval-
dublin-symposium-trinity-
college-dublin-23-may-2009/

Review for Cuttings?
We welcome reviews of the 
following exhibitions for 
publication in Cuttings. If you 
are interested, please contact 
editor Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie). We also 
welcome suggestions for 
review, or reviews of 
exhibitions not listed here:

The Medieval and Renaissance 
Art Exhibitions, Utrecht, 
Spring-Summer 2009 (see 
www.hollandartcities.com);

Current and forthcoming 
European Exhibitions of 
Netherlandish Art: http://
www.hnanews.org/hna/
exhibitions/europe.html;

Dorestad. Wereldstad in de 
Middeleeuwen; Leiden, 17 April 
- 1 November 2009. 

- Henry VIII: Man and 
Monarch. Paccar Gallery, 
British Library. Until 
September 6. 

- Shah’Abbas: The Remaking 
of Iran. British Museum. 
Until June 14th.

- Vermeer, Fabritius & De 
Hooch: Three Masterpieces 
from Delft. National Gallery 
of Ireland. Until May 24th.

- Strangers to Citizens: The 
Irish in Europe 1600-1800. 
National Library of Ireland. 
Until end 2009.

New publication 
from Four Courts: 
“Translation and 
Censorship: Patterns 
of Communication 
and Interference”
Please see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/02/11/new-publication-
from-four-courts-translation-
and-censorship-patterns-of-
communication-and-
interference/

New Texts Online at 
CELT Project
The Corpus of Electronic Texts 
(CELT) Project, UCC, has 
made some new texts 
available on its website. To 
view, please visit http://
celt.ucc.ie/index.html

Medieval and 
Renaissance Jobs 
Roundup
As ever, compiled by our web 
administratix Juliet, and freely 
available at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/05/07/medieval-
renaissance-jobs-round-up/
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Loose Leaves   
Shorter Notices and Clippings

FUNDING
Funded Postgraduate 
Opportunities in Language, 
Linguistics, and Translation 
Studies; University of 
East Anglia. See http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/26/funded-
postgraduate-opportunities-in-
language-linguistics-and-
translation-studies-university-of-
east-anglia/

Funded MA in Medical History, 
University of Exeter. Deadline: 
29 May 2009. Please see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/02/28/funded-ma-in-
medical-history-university-of-
exeter/
Beresford PhD Scholarships in 
History, University of Leeds. 
Deadline: 30 June. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/03/12/beresford-phd-
scholarships-in-history-
university-of-leeds/

EMPLOYMENT
Munby Fellowship in 
Bibliography, Cambridge 
University Library See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/22/munby-fellowship-
in-bibliography-cambridge-
university-library/
Lecturer in French, University 
of Reading Deadline: 17 April. 
See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/21/lecturer-in-french-
university-of-reading/
Professorship in the History of 
Political Thought, University 
of Cambridge. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/21/professorship-in-
the-history-of-political-thought-
university-of-cambridge/

CALLS FOR PAPERS & 
PUBLICATIONS
CFP: “Gendering the New 
Thalassology: Men, Women and 
the Medieval Mediterranean”; 
AHA, San Diego CA, 7-10 
January 2010. For full details see: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/26/cfp-gendering-the-
new-thalassology-men-women-
and-the-medieval-
mediterranean-aha-san-diego-
ca-7-10-january-2010/
CFP: GENDER (e-pisteme). A 
postgraduate electronic journal 
based in the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
at Newcastle University. 
Submissions invited for the latest 
issue. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/03/31/cfp-gender-e-
pisteme/
CFP: “Inquisitions”; Annali 
della Scuola Normale Superiore 
di Pisa. Classe di Lettere 
e Filosofia. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/26/cfp-inquisitions-
annali-della-scuola-normale-
superiore-di-pisa-classe-di-
lettere-e-filosofia/
13th Conference of the 
International Courtly Literature 
Society; Montréal, 25-31 
July 2010. Deadline: December 
15. See the full CFP at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/03/29/cfp-13th-conference-
of-the-international-courtly-
literature-society-montreal-25-31-
july-2010/
CFP: “Printing Greek Medicine 
in Venice in the Renaissance”; 
session in the 56 Annual 
Meeting of the Renaissance 
Society of America, Venice, 8-10 
April 2010. For further details 
see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/24/cfp-printing-greek-
medicine-in-venice-in-the-
renaissance-session-in-the-56-
annual-meeting-of-the-

renaissance-society-of-america-
venice-8-10-april-2010/
CFP: 24th International 
Congress on Medievalism; 
Sienna Coll. NY, 8-11 
October 2009. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/14/cfp-international-
congress-on-medievalism-sienna-
coll-ny-8-11-october-2009/

NEWS

News: British Museum new 
Medieval Gallery opening 25 
March 2009; Moctezuma 
exhibition in the autumn. For 
full details see:  http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/03/12/news-british-
museum-new-medieval-gallery-
opening-25-march-2009-
moctezuma-exhibition-in-the-
autumn/
Digital Medievalism Workshops 
at Kalamazoo. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/14/digital-
medievalism-workshops-at-
kalamazoo/

EVENTS
Conference: “Knowledge and 
Learning in the Middle Ages”; 
Magdalene College Cambridge, 
13 June 2009. For details see: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/24/conference-
knowledge-and-learning-in-the-
middle-ages-magdalene-college-
cambridge-13-june-2009/

Dublin Medieval Society: 
Carolyn Muessig; Trinity 
College Dublin, 14 May 2009. 
For details see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/04/21/dublin-medieval-
society-carolyn-muessig-trinity-
college-dublin-14-may-2009/
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FMRSI MEMBERSHIP
We are delighted to announce that FMRSI currently has 81 members and that our site 

has had a total of 56,683 views! All member profiles can now be viewed at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/category/members-profiles/ 

However we continue to encourage and invite new members, particularly graduate 
students and researchers. Please spread the word; membership details can be found on 
our homepage. The form can be submitted to medrenforum@nuim.ie. We are also 
happy to update and refresh members’ profiles as necessary; just drop us a line!

FMRSI: Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com

medrenforum@nuim.ie

Coordinators
Dr Ann Buckley, Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Trinity College Dublin

Dr Carrie Griffin, School of English, University College Cork
Dr Juliet O’Brien, School of Languages and Literatures, University College Dublin / 

Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Trinity College Dublin

International Advisory Board
Prof Susan Boynton, Department of Music, Columbia University 

Dr Damian Bracken, Department of History, University College Cork 
Dr Michael Dunne, Department of Philosophy, National University of Ireland 

Maynooth
Prof Marie Therese Flanagan, School of History and Anthropology, Queen’s 

University Belfast
Dr Phyllis Gaffney, Department of French and Francophone Studies, University 

College Dublin  
Dr Anthony Harvey, Royal Irish Academy 

Dr Colum Hourihane, Index of Christian Art, Princeton University 
Dr Daniel P. McCarthy, Department of Computer Science, Trinity College Dublin 
Prof David Mackenzie, Department of Hispanic Studies, University College Cork 

Prof Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Department of English, Trinity College Dublin 
Prof Cormac Ó Cuilleanáin, Department of Italian, Trinity College Dublin

Prof Elisabeth Okasha, Language Centre, University College Cork 
Prof John J. Thompson, School of English, Queen’s University Belfast
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