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HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

The coordinators of the Forum for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies in Ireland wish all our 

members a happy and peaceful Christmas & a 
prosperous New Year. We wish to thank you for 

your support and contributions throughout 
the year, and we look forward to working with 

you all in 2009!

Ann Buckley, Carrie Griffin, & Juliet O’ Brien

Please note: the nest issue of Cuttings will be issued at the beginning of February 2009. Please 

contact Carrie Griffin (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie) with submissions and /or suggestions. 
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Have a Submission, Question or Suggestion? Contact the Editor, Carrie Griffin, at carrie.griffin@ucc.ie

Oenach: Journal of the Forum for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies in Ireland 

Call for Submissions 

Oenach: JFMRSI invites submissions for its first issue, to be published online in the summer of 2009. 

We welcome shorter articles on any topic Medieval and/or Renaissance, as well as new translations, 

and editions, manuscript descriptions, and other new findings, discoveries, and rediscoveries. The 

terms “Medieval” and “Renaissance” are intended in their broadest and most inclusive sense; that is:

• from the Late Antique to the Early Modern periods (roughly 4th - early 17th centuries CE/AD);

• in all parts of the world;

• including other cultures’ equivalents to a “Medieval,” “Renaissance,” or “post-Classical and pre-

Modern” period (if this happens to fall outside the aforementioned chronological period);

• including comparative work, especially work crossing traditional boundaries between “Medieval” and 

“Renaissance,” and work discussing - and indeed questioning - the very terms themselves;

To combat our field’s (broadly speaking) characteristic slow turn-around time and consequent 

slowness  in pace, and in the interests  of intellectual re-invigoration, Oenach is  a digital journal and 

specializes in shorter articles, of two types:

•2,500-4,000 words: most of our articles will be in the form of “notes”: building, for example, on 

material presented recently at colloquia and conferences, or as postgraduate course-work;

•6,000-7,500 words: we will be publishing at most two or three such medium-length articles per issue.

For further details and a style sheet see: http://oenach.wordpress.com/ or contact the editors at 

oenach.journal@gmail.com. 

mailto:oenach.journal@gmail.com
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Have a Submission, Question or Suggestion? Contact the Editor, Carrie Griffin, at carrie.griffin@ucc.ie

CONFERENCE REPORT 

Power in the Middle Ages: An Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Medievalist Conference, November 7-9th 2008, National 
University of Ireland, Galway

On the weekend of November 7-9th 2008, twenty-two postgraduate students of medieval studies from Ireland, 
England, Scotland, Wales and Portugal gathered at NUIG to discuss the theme of Power in the Middle Ages. 
The interdisciplinary conference was organised by three doctoral students of medieval literature working in 
the English Department under the supervision of Dr Catherine LaFarge: Dermot Burns, Lisa Padden and 
myself. Plans for the conference were set in motion in early May; the principle aim in organising the event was 
to offer postgraduates working in this area a rare opportunity to come together at a conference specifically 
geared towards students at both MA and doctoral level. 

The nine panels were constituted as follows:

• The Power of the Ideal

• Discourses of Power

• Medieval Literary Production and the Material World

• Families and Gender

• Embodiments of Physical Prowess

• Representations of Irish History

• Patronage

• Power and the Supernatural

• Monsters and Magic

The conference was held in the Moore Institute’s conference room at NUI Galway. The broad theme of Power 
facilitated dialogues and debates across a wide range of subject areas including literature, art history, 
archaeology and manuscript study, creating coherence and connections between the panels. The delegates, 
who are at varying stages of their research, offered intriguing and exciting insights into the theme of power. 
Papers included: Emma Wells’s discussion of stained glass at York Minister; Charlie Solan’s examination of 
patronage in Piers Plowman and Helen McLaughlin’s use of Pierre Bourdieu to generate a new understanding 
of Gerald of Wales’ Expugnatio Hibernica. Duncan Berryman from Queen’s University Belfast provided the 
delegates with a thoroughly entertaining video experiment on testing the strength of the main door of Irish 
tower houses. The video and further information on the project are available to view on the conference 
website and are highly recommended. 

Thanks to very generous sponsorship from a number of offices and departments within the university we were 
able to provide delegates with ample catering during the proceedings, including the conference dinner at the 
Harbour Hotel. The Galway Early Music Group, Seoda, also performed in full medieval costume on the night, 
adding a memorable touch to the evening. 

As a member of the organising committee, the relaxed atmosphere of the weekend, the range of papers and 
general support for the event far surpassed my expectations for the conference. Due to the overall success of 
the weekend, plans are already under way to establish an interdisciplinary medievalist conference for 
postgraduates as an annual event at NUIG. The conference programme and paper abstracts are all available at 
www.medievalpower.com.

Grace Windsor, NUI Galway 

http://www.medievalpower.com
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
http://www.medievalpower.com
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MEMBER’S PROJECTS

Each month Cuttings runs a feature on the research activity being undertaken 
by its members. This feature will return in February’s issue.

If you would like to describe your project or individual research for Cuttings, please contact Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie).

Saint of the Month 

St Nicholas 
Born c. 270. Patara, Lycia; Died December 6th 343, Myra, Lycia

Feastday: December 6th

Nicholas was Bishop of Myra, which was a Greek-speaking Roman province (now part of Turkey). He 
had a reputation for secret gift-giving, such as  putting coins in the shoes of those who left them out 
for him, and is now commonly identified with Santa Claus. He was never officially canonised. Since 
his relics were transferred to Bari in Italy in 1087, he is frequently known as Nicholas of Bari. 

In late medieval England, on St Nicholas’ Day, parishes held Yuletide ‘boy bishop’ celebrations, 
during which youths performed the functions of priests and bishops.

Website: http://www.stnicholascenter.org/Brix?pageID=23

 

http://www.stnicholascenter.org/Brix?pageID=23
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/Brix?pageID=23
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REVIEW FOR 
CUTTINGS?

We welcome reviews of the 
following exhibitions for 
publication in Cuttings. If you are 

interested, please contact editor 

Carrie Griffin 

(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie). We also 

welcome suggestions for review, 

or reviews of exhibitions not 

listed here:

- The Long Room Exhibition, 
Nature’s Bounty, Trinity College 
Dublin 3 October - 23 
December!2008;

- Byzantium, 330-1453, Royal 
Academy of Arts London, until 
March 22;

-Daniel Maclise (1806-1870): 
Romancing the Past. Crawford 
Municipal Gallery Cork, until 
February 14.

-‘Le Roi Arthur: une légende en 
devenir'. Rennes: Les Champs 
Libres, until January 4th. Paris: 
Bibliothèque Nationale de 
France, 2009.

SUGGESTIONS FOR 
REVIEW FOR 
OENACH

We are interested in hearing your 
suggestions for book reviews for 
Oenach, our online journal. Please 
contact Dr Ann Buckley, reviews 

editor, at 
oenach.reviews@gmail.com, or see 
our website: http://
oenach.wordpress.com/
2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/

FMRSI WEBSITE 
STATISTICS

At time of writing, the FMRSI 
website has been viewed a total of 
20,314 times! We have also been 
noticed; see: http://
www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/
2008/09/new-site-of-note-
fmrsi.html. Thanks again to our 
administrator, Dr Juliet O’ Brien, 
for her tireless work!

MAYNOOTH 
MEDIEVAL & 
RENAISSANCE 
FORUM

Dr Damian Bracken, Department 
of History, UCC and member of 
the FMRSI Advisory Board, will 
deliver a lecture to the Maynooth 
Medieval and Renaissance Forum 
on Tuesday December 9th at 6pm. 
His talk is entitled: “Peripheral 
Concerns: Roman universalism, 
Columbanus and Ireland”, and 
will be held in the Crolly Room, 
St Patrick’s College. All welcome. 
See:  http://www.nuim.ie/
medievalforum/seminars.shtml

EARLY MUSIC 
RESEARCH 
SEMINARS, UCC 
Department of Music, St 

Vincent’s, Sunday’s Well, Cork

UCC’s Music Research Seminars 
take place in the Music Lecture 
Room on Thursdays, 11am-1pm, 
and are open to all interested 
researchers. For the full list, see 
http://www.music.ucc.ie/gs/
seminars.html. If you plan to 
attend, please drop an email to Dr 
Melanie Marshall 
(ml.marshall@ucc.ie).

Jan 8: Dr Noel O’Regan 
(Edinburgh), ‘“Blessed with the 
Holy Father’s Entertainment”: !
Roman Music and Ceremony as 
Experienced by the Irish Earls in 
1608.’

Jan 22: Dr Jasmin Cameron 
(Aberdeen), ‘Beyond Mere 
Plagiarism: Vivaldi’s Use of 
Giovanni Maria Ruggieri’s Scores.’

Further details at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/
early-music-seminars-at-
university-college-cork/

Have a Submission, Question or Suggestion? Contact the Editor, Carrie Griffin, at carrie.griffin@ucc.ie

mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:oenach.reviews@gmail.com
mailto:oenach.reviews@gmail.com
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/10/20/oenach-reviews-1-1/
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.inthemedievalmiddle.com/2008/09/new-site-of-note-fmrsi.html
http://www.nuim.ie/medievalforum/seminars.shtml
http://www.nuim.ie/medievalforum/seminars.shtml
http://www.nuim.ie/medievalforum/seminars.shtml
http://www.nuim.ie/medievalforum/seminars.shtml
http://www.music.ucc.ie/gs/seminars.html
http://www.music.ucc.ie/gs/seminars.html
http://www.music.ucc.ie/gs/seminars.html
http://www.music.ucc.ie/gs/seminars.html
mailto:ml.marshall@ucc.ie
mailto:ml.marshall@ucc.ie
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/early-music-seminars-at-university-college-cork/
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie


C U T T I N G S               N O L L A I G  2 0 0 8 

6!

Loose Leaves!! ! ! !
Shorter Notices and Clippings

FUNDING

The Neil Ker Memorial Fund 

Awards, British Academy. 
Deadline: 15 March 2009. For full 
details see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/28/
announcement-of-deadlines-neil-
ker-memorial-fund-awards-and-
stein-arnold-exploration-fund-
awards/ 

Mellon Postdoc Teaching 
Fellowship in Humanities & 
Humanistic Social Sciences, 

University of Pennsylvania, 
Deadline 15 December 2008. 
See: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/11/28/mellon-postdoc-
teaching-fellowship-in-
humanities-humanistic-social-
sciences-university-of-
pennsylvania/

Research Fellowships: 
Foundation for the History of 
Women in Medicine / Countway 
Library of Medicine, Boston. Full 
details: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/24/
research-fellowships-foundation-
for-the-history-of-women-in-
medicine-countway-library-of-
medicine-boston/

Newberry Library Fellowships in 

the Humanities, 2009-10. 
Deadlines: 12th January 2009 
(long-term) and 2nd March 2009 
(short-term). See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/24/
newberry-library-fellowships-in-
the-humanities-2009-10/

CALLS FOR PAPERS 

Digitizing Medieval and Early 
Modern Culture (Collection of 
Essays). Deadline: 10th January 

2009. Details: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/12/02/
cfp-digitizing-medieval-and-
early-modern-material-culture-
for-collection-of-essays/

“Translatable”: Literary 
Translation Conference, Duke 
University and UNC-Chapel 

Hill, 24-25 April 2009. Deadline: 
15th January 2009. See: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/24/
cfp-translatable-literary-
translation-conference-duke-
university-and-unc-chapel-
hill-24-25-april-2009/

‘Law and Legal Culture in the 
Middle Ages’. 16th Graduate 
Conference in Medieval Studies, 
Princeton, 4th April 2009. 

Deadline: 16th January 2009. 
See:http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/11/24/cfp-law-and-legal-
culture-in-the-middle-ages-16th-
graduate-conference-in-medieval-
studies-princeton-4-april-2009/

Reading Material: Technology, 

Text,!Interpretation, Graduate 
Conference, Chetham’s library, 
Manchester - January 23rd, 2009. 
Details at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/02/
cfp-reading-material-technology-
text-interpretation/
3rd International Conference on 

the Ulster Cycle; UU Coleraine, 
22-25 June 2009. Deadline for 
submissions: 2nd March 2009. 

See: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/18/cfp-3rd-international-
conference-on-the-ulster-cycle-
university-of-ulster-
coleraine-22-25-june-2009-
deadline-2-march-2009/

EVENTS 

The Association of Manuscripts 
in Archives and Research 
Collections (AMARC) Winter 

Meeting, British Library, 15th 
December. Details at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2008/11/28/
news-amarc-winter-meeting-
british-library-london-15-
december-2008/

The Sir Israel Gollancz 

Memorial Lecture: Malcolm 
Godden, “The Alfredian project 
and its aftermath: Rethinking the 
Literary History of the 9th and 
10th Centuries”. The BA, 
London, 15th January 2009. See: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/11/24/lecture-malcolm-
godden-the-alfredian-project-
and-its-aftermath-rethinking-the-
literary-history-of-the-ninth-and-
tenth-centuries-the-ba-
london-15-january-2009/

Mellon Summer Institutes in 

Vernacular Paleography. 
Deadline: 2nd March 2009. See: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/11/24/mellon-summer-
institutes-in-vernacular-
paleography-various-locations-
and-dates/
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FMRSI MEMBERSHIP
We are delighted to announce that FMRSI currently has 72 members. All member 

profiles can now be viewed at: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/category/members-
profiles/.

However we continue to encourage and invite new members, particularly graduate 
students and researchers. Please spread the word; membership details can be found 
on our homepage. The form can be submitted to medrenforum@nuim.ie. We are also 
happy to update and refresh members’ profiles as necessary; just drop us a line!

FMRSI: Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland

http://fmrsi.wordpress.com
medrenforum@nuim.ie

Coordinators

Dr Ann Buckley, Department of Music, NUI Maynooth
Dr Carrie Griffin, Department of English, University College Cork

Dr Juliet O’Brien, School of Languages and Literatures, University College Dublin / 
Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Trinity College Dublin

International Advisory Board

Professor Susan Boynton, Department of Music, Columbia University 
Dr Damian Bracken, Department of History, University College Cork 

Dr Michael Dunne, Department of Philosophy, National University of Ireland 
Maynooth

Dr Phyllis Gaffney, Department of French and Francophone Studies, University 
College Dublin  

Dr Anthony Harvey, Royal Irish Academy 
Dr Colum Hourihane, Index of Christian Art, Princeton University 

Dr Daniel P. McCarthy, Department of Computer Science, Trinity College Dublin 
Professor David Mackenzie, Department of Hispanic Studies, University College Cork 

Professor Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Department of English, Trinity College Dublin 
Professor Cormac Ó Cuilleanáin, Department of Italian, Trinity College Dublin

Professor Elisabeth Okasha, Language Centre, University College Cork 
Professor John J. Thompson, School of English, Queen’s University Belfast
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