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Oenach Reviews 1.1 (2009) Now Online

The FMRSI is pleased to announce the publication of Issue 1.1 (2009) of Oenach Reviews. 
The new issue can be viewed at: 
http://oenach.wordpress.com/2008/09/14/oenach-reviews-11/. 
The next issue of Oenach Reviews is currently being compiled, and the following titles are 
available to review: 

-Sean Duffy, Medieval Dublin VIII (Dublin: Four Courts, 2008);
-Tony Hunt, Miraculous Rhymes: The Writings of Gautier de Coinci (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 
2008).

In addition to longer reviews, we also welcome shorter résumés of titles received and, oc-
casionally, review articles where several publications on a specific theme might be clus-
tered together. Please note too that we invite reviews of academic digital publications, 
visual media (such as film), music, and so on. Members interested in reviewing the above 
titles, or who have suggestions for new books or other publications that they would like 
to review for Oenach, should contact editor Dr Ann Buckley at: 
oenach.reviews@gmail.com. 
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FMRSI: A Service to Its Members

The  Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland has the primary objective of pro-
viding a centralised resource for information about Medieval and Renaissance events and 
activities. We therefore take this opportunity to remind members of the services we offer 
to the scholarly community across Ireland. We:

-maintain and update members’ profile pages on request;

-publish a bi-monthly newsletter, Cuttings, keeping our members up-to-date with news 
and events;

-announce upcoming events, conferences, new publications and items of general interest 
on our website;

-offer members dedicated spaces for conference programmes and announcements;

-maintain links with organisations both within Ireland and across the world.

To contact us with requests, suggestions and information, email the FMRSI at 
medrenforum@gmail.com, or log on to our website: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com. 
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Report: Inaugural 
Meeting of the Irish 
Renaissance Seminar
Organised by UCD colleagues 
Professor Danielle Clarke, Dr 
Jane Grogan and Dr Naomi 
McAreavey, with funding from 
the Humanities Institute of Ire-
land, UCD, the inaugural 
meeting of the Irish Renais-
sance Seminar was held with 
great success on Friday 18th 
and Saturday 19th September 
2009. 

The event was organized with 
the aim of fostering a stronger 
sense of community or identity 
among Irish-based literary 
scholars of the Renaissance, 
which we felt has been lacking 
since the demise of Early Mod-
ern Forum Ireland. Since the 
quality of text-based Renais-
sance studies in Ireland is very 
high, it seemed a shame that 
our research had no single, 
regular physical forum, and 
few cross-institutional ties, de-
spite strong connections be-
tween individuals in individ-
ual institutions. We felt it was a 
good moment to reflect on our 
diverse interests and common 
ground, and to consider the 
possibilities for future collabo-
ration and mutual support. We 
therefore proposed the found-
ing of an Irish Renaissance 
Seminar to bring together liter-
ary scholars based in Ireland, 

north and south, to find con-
nections and intersections in 
our research interests, and to 
provide an Irish forum for our 
work.

Attendees came to UCD for the 
inaugural meeting from every 
university in Ireland, north 
and south, including represen-
tatives from the Centre of Me-
dieval and Renaissance Stud-
ies, FMRSI, the Society for 
Renaissance Studies in Ireland, 
and Dublin libraries. All par-
ties were notably enthusiastic 
about the project, its inception 
and its aims. Two scholarly 
papers from Professor Thomas 
Healy (University of Sussex) 
and Dr Andrew Gordon (Uni-
versity of Aberdeen) gave a 
more traditional academic as-
pect to the meeting which was 
largely a networking event for 
scholars of Renaissance literary 
studies in Ireland. Our guest 
speakers also gave advice 
based on their own experiences 
of founding and running such 
fora, the long-running London 
Renaissance Seminar in the 
case of Professor Healy and the 
Early Modern Studies in Scot-
land Seminar in the case of Dr 
Gordon. 

Much discussion and debate 
was held, and this first meeting 
concluded with an agreed 
strategy for a future physical 
forum, meeting twice a year 
(ideally once in Dublin and 

once in another Irish city, pref-
erably in libraries or other 
venues of early modern signifi-
cance), as the Irish Renaissance 
Seminar. A steering committee 
is being appointed (with at 
least one graduate member 
and representation from each 
institution) and an email list 
formed. We committed to em-
bracing Renaissance studies in 
all disciplines, although with a 
primary focus in literary stud-
ies. The inaugural meeting 
made a specific commitment to 
assist and facilitate the work of 
early-career researchers and to 
provide a constructive forum 
for postgraduates to present 
their work alongside more es-
tablished scholars. Danielle 
Clarke, Jane Grogan and 
Naomi McAreavey agreed to 
organise and host the next 
meeting of the Irish Renais-
sance Seminar in Dublin on the 
afternoon of Saturday 28th 
November 2009.

Dr Naomi McAreavey, Humani-
ties Institute of Ireland, Univer-
sity College Dublin; 
naomi.mcAreavey@ucd.ie

.
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New Member of 
FMRSI Team

FMRSI is delighted to 
welcome Emer Purcell of 
University College Cork to 
the team of forum 
cooordinators. Emer is a 
part-time lecturer and 
research fellow with the Ad 
Fontes Project. School of 
History, University College 
Cork. Her research interests 
are Viking history, the 
Ostmen in Medieval Ireland, 
Medieval Irish history, and 
Digital Medieval studies. 
Emer holds a BA and MPhil 
Medieval Studies from 
University College Dublin. 

New Publication: 
Codicology & Palae-
ography in the Digi-
tal Age

It is only a year since the In-
stitute of Documentology 
and Scholarly Editing (IDE) 
undertook an initiative enti-
tled “Codicology and Palae-
ography in the Digital Age”. 
Yet its first  results have al-
ready been written up and 
published: in July 2009, the 
anthology “Codicology and 
Palaeography in the Digital 
Age” was launched at an in-

ternational symposium in 
Munich. Here, experts from 
all over the world met as a 
community to share their 
knowledge, interests and 
concerns regarding digital 
issues in the various fields of 
manuscript research.

The feedback on both the an-
thology and the conference 
has been remarkably posi-
tive, not least from experts 
who are less acquainted with 
digital methods. For the first 
time, widely dispersed, 
cutting-edge research in the 
field of computer-aided co-
dicology and palaeography 
can be surveyed and as-
sessed as a whole phenome-
non.

Yet, despite the fact that the 
anthology gives a broad in-
sight into theory and prac-
tice, some relevant subjects 
and questions have not been 
covered. For this reason the 
IDE plans to publish a sec-
ond volume of “Codicology 
and Palaeography in the 
Digital Age”. 

For details see: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com
/2009/11/09/cfp-codicology
-and-palaeography-in-the-di
gital-age-ii”/ 
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Borderlines XIV Post-
graduate Conference, 
Queen’s University 
Belfast, 9-11 April 
2010

Theme: Codices and 
Codification.

The Borderlines postgraduate 
conference series 
traditionally explores the 
theme of marginal, 
transgressive, & shifting 
identities in the Middle 
Ages. This year’s conference 
seeks to examine the 
anxieties surrounding the 
ever-changing identities. 
Borderlines welcomes 
proposals from a wide range 
of disciplines, including the 
Early Modern.

Proposals of 250 words 
should be submitted to 
info@borderlines.ie by 
January 31 2010. For further 
details see 
www.borderlines.ie, and the 
full CFP can also be found 
on the FMRSI website at: 
http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/10/13/cfp-borderlines-
xiv-qub-april-9-10-2010/

FMRSI on Facebook

FMRSI now has a Facebook 
page. Anyone with an 
interest in Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies may 
become a fan of our page. 
We hope through our 
presence on Facebook to link 
with similar sites and 
networks both here in 
Ireland and abroad. At 
present the site will be 
mostly used for notices 
regarding newly published 
books, employment news, 
and we are also happy to 
announce upcoming events 
and conferences. To become 
a ‘fan’, join us at: http://
www.facebook.com/
home.php?#/pages/Forum-
for-Medieval-and-
Renaissance-Studies-in-
Ireland/167725991439?
ref=mf.

Review for Cuttings

Members interested in 
reviewing exhibitions and/
or events should contact the 
editor. Short reviews of 
exhibitions and events are 
welcome. Please contact 
editor Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie) with 
suggestions.

Oenach: Journal of 
the FMRSI
Oenach, the online journal of 
the FMRSI, will now be de-
voted exclusively to post-
graduate research. Proposals 
for papers are welcome 
worldwide, and are not limited 
to members of the FMRSI. The 
primary aim of the journal is to 
promote interdisciplinary re-
search across the fields of Me-
dieval, Renaissance and Early 
Modern Studies. 

We wish to recruit a number of 
voluntary editorial assistants 
to work on the Journal. Appli-
cants must be bona fide post-
graduate or early postdoctoral 
researchers at a third level in-
stitution in the Republic of Ire-
land or Northern Ireland.

If interested, please send an 
email to 
medrenforum@gmail.com , or 
contact any of the FMRSI coor-
dinators. 

New Email Address

The FMRSI now has a new 
general email address: 
medrenforum@gmail.com.
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 Loose Leaves
Shorter Notices
EVENTS

Irish Renaissance Seminar, “Appropriations”, Saturday 28 November 2009. Details: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/11/01/event-irish-renaissance-seminar-appropriations-saturday-28-n
ovember-2009/

Conference: Early Modern Gardens in Context, Trinity College Dublin, 21 November. Further details at: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/10/28/event-conference-on-early-modern-gardens-in-context-trinity-
college-dublin-november-21st/

EMPLOYMENT

Tutorial Fellowship and University Lectureship in English Literature (1590-1740), Oriel College Oxford. 
Deadline: 30 November. More at: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/11/04/oriel-college-in-association-with-the-faculty-of-english-langua
ge-and-literature-university-of-oxford/

CFPs

Oxford Graduate Medievalists Conference, 16-17 April 2010. Deadline: 5 January 2010. For more see: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/10/27/cfp-oxford-graduate-medievalists-conference-april-16th-17th-2
009/

NEWS

Society for the Study of Medieval Languages and Literature Essay Prize. Deadline: 30 November 2009: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/10/27/news-society-for-the-study-of-medieval-languages-and-literat
ure-essay-prize/

Harry Ransom Fellowship in the Humanities. Deadline: 1 February 2010. For more see: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2009/10/27/news-harry-ranson-centre-fellowships-in-the-humanities/

Submissions for Cuttings
Items for inclusion in the January 2010 issue of Cuttings should be forward to editor Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie). 

NOTE:  FMRSI now has a new email address: medrenforum@gmail.com.
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