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Óenach Reviews 5.2 (2013) Now Online
The  latest  issue  of  our  reviews  journal,  edited  by  Ann  Buckley,  is  now  available  to  read  at:  h;p://

oenach.wordpress.com/2014/01/17/oenach-‐‑reviews-‐‑5-‐‑2-‐‑2013/

1. Kenneth Rooney, Mortality and Imagination. The Life of the Dead in Medieval English 

Literature. Brepols: Turnhout, 2011. Reviewed by John Scattergood (pp. 1–5)

2. Phyllis Gaffney and Jean-Michel Picard (ed.), The Medieval Imagination. Mirabile Dictu. Essays 

in Honour of Yolande de Pontfarcy Sexton. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2012. Reviewed by 

Frances McCormack (pp. 6–8)

3. Robert Adams, Langland and the Rokele Family. The Gentry Background to Piers Plowman. 

Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2013. Reviewed by Kath Stevenson (pp. 9–15)

4. Colum Hourihane, Romanesque Art and Thought in the Twelfth Century. Princeton: 

University Press: Princeton, 2008. Reviewed by Jenifer Ní Ghrádaigh (pp. 16–23)

5. Janet Burton and Karen Stöber, The Regular Canons in the Medieval British Isles. Turnhout: 

Brepols, 2011. Reviewed by Catherine Swift (pp. 24–31)

6. Mary Garrison, Arpad P. Orbán & Marco Mostert (ed.), Spoken and Written Language: 

Relations between Latin and the Vernacular Languages in the Earlier Middle Ages. Turnhout: 

Brepols, 2013. Reviewed by Juliet Mullins (pp. 32–36)
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New Book by Forum Coordinator
Ann Buckley, ‘Nobilitate vigens Furseus’. The Medieval Office of St Fursey.

Fursey Pilgrims, Norwich 2014
Now Available. ISBN 0 954477367; price: £15.00 (plus p&p £3.00); http://

www.furseypilgrims.co.uk/publications.htm

This book contains a copy of a lecture delivered to the Fursey Pilgrims, Norwich, in 
January 2011, an edition of the Office of St Fursey, and a separate edition of the Latin 
text of the office with English translation. Fursey (Irish, ‘Fursa’) was an Irish pilgrim 
saint (597–c.649) who established the first monastery in East Anglia (near present-day 
Burgh Castle, Great Yarmouth). Some years later he moved to France and settled at 
Lagny-sur-Marne to the east of Paris, where he founded another important 
monastery. He is buried in Péronne, Picardy, in northern France, which developed 
into an internationally renowned centre of Irish learning and pilgrimage in the 
Middle Ages, known as Peronna Scottorum.

The only known liturgical office for St Fursey is of French origin and survives in its 
complete form uniquely in Paris, Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal, MS 944 (13th c.). This 
manuscript contains also Fursey’s second Vita (dating to c. 1100), together with 
Bede’s Life of Fursey included in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People. The 
office itself may date to the same period as the second Vita, or it may have been 
specially commissioned later. However, 
the survival of this unique source is 
undoubtedly due to the devotion of 
King Louis IX (St Louis) of France 
to the saint to whom 
he attributed his safe return from the 
First Crusade. The king 
attended the Translation of the relics of 
St Fursey to a new shrine in 
Péronne on 17 September 1256. 
The earliest record of the manuscript 
is from the Treasury of the Sainte-Chappelle, 
which suggests that this book may 
have been presented to the king during 
his visit. Cited in the Sainte-Chappelle 
inventories for 1336, it reached it reached 
the Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal in 1798.
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Dictionary of Medieval Anglo-Latin 

A two-day international gathering, held in Oxford in December, marked the 
successful completion of the British Academy’s dictionary of medieval Anglo-Latin 
(DMLBS) project after many decades.  

The main part of the gathering, held in St Anne’s College, took the form of a 
symposium on Latin in Medieval Britain, to which the contributors — scientific, 
legal, and Anglo-Saxon historians, staff from the Oxford English Dictionary and the 
Anglo-Norman Dictionary, medievalists, linguists, and others — recounted their 
experiences of the various ways in which DMLBS was helping them in their work. 
The opening ceremony, for its part, had taken place in the historic surroundings of 
Convocation House at the Bodleian Library, and drew a large and diverse audience. 

A podcast of the occasion begins with an introductory speech by Dr Anthony Harvey 
as Editor of the Royal Irish Academy’s analogous Dictionary of Medieval Latin from 
Celtic Sources (DMLCS), which is the project that completes the scholarly picture, 
begun by DMLBS, of the medieval Latinity of these islands (see the website at 
http://journals.eecs.qub.ac.uk/DMLCS ).  The speech is followed by a discourse on 
the history and methods of medieval Latin lexicography by Dr David Howlett, who 
is the Editor Emeritus of DMLBS and also Editorial Consultant to DMLCS.

The podcast is available at: http://www.dmlbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/
DMLBS-Howlett-Making-the-Dictionary.mp3.

-with thanks to Anthony Harvey 

http://journals.eecs.qub.ac.uk/DMLCS
http://journals.eecs.qub.ac.uk/DMLCS
http://www.dmlbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/DMLBS-Howlett-Making-the-Dictionary.mp3
http://www.dmlbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/DMLBS-Howlett-Making-the-Dictionary.mp3
http://www.dmlbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/DMLBS-Howlett-Making-the-Dictionary.mp3
http://www.dmlbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/DMLBS-Howlett-Making-the-Dictionary.mp3


Cuttings 32           February 2014

 

New Website on Edmund Spenser & Kilcolman 
Castle 

http://core.ecu.edu/umc/Munster/

 
A new website built at East Carolina University analyzes and reconstructs Edmund 
Spenser's life, writing and castle complex at Kilcolman, County Cork, Ireland, where the 
poet and colonial administrator lived in the late 1580s and '90s as part of the Munster 
Plantation.   The website  is both factual and openly speculative and draws connections 
between Kilcolman, other places in Ireland, and Spenser's writing.  It takes advantage of a 
fresh wave of historiography, archaeology and biography on Spenser and early modern 
Ireland more generally.  Sample teaching assignments, short and long essays are included 
that focus on the Desmond rebellion, the Munster Plantation and its destruction, Kilcolman's 
settlement history, building functions, roads, rivers, and “Spenser and [Sir Walter] Raleigh.“  
Maps include archaeological data and modern renderings of Spenser's immediate area, as 
well as an interactive plantation map from Spenser's period.  Historic views of the castle and 
a photo gallery of the Kilcolman ruins are provided.  

The centerpiece of the website is a three-dimensional computerized recreation of the castle 
complex. Visitors can pick it apart, explore its interior, and discover its many individual 
objects.  Most of the objects are linked to Spenser's literary works.  The recreation is 
speculative but based on extant ruins at Kilcolman and on archaeological evidence from 
recent excavations there, as well as recent published work on the poet's biography and ties 
to Ireland.  The website includes many descriptions of objects inside the castle complex as 
well as discussion of larger features.  These descriptions connect objects and features to 
related subjects in Spenser's poetry and prose.

-With thanks to Thomas Herron
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Call  for  Papers:  The  Place  of  Spenser  /  
Spenser’s  Places

Dublin, 18-20 June 2015
The Fifth International Spenser Society Conference

 
The International Spenser Society invites proposals for their next International Conference, 
to be held in Dublin. The conference will address Spenser’s places – domestic, urban, 
global, historical, colonial, rhetorical, geopolitical, etc. – but also the place of Spenser in 
Renaissance studies, in the literary tradition, in Britain, in Ireland, in the literary and 
political cultures of his own moment.
 
Additionally, a series of programmed focus panels will offer opportunities for discussion of 
recent important initiatives and directions in Spenser studies: editing; biography; style; 
Ireland; philosophy and religion; teaching; and digital approaches.
 
We welcome abstracts from Spenser scholars and Renaissance scholars, graduate students 
and faculty, for papers that address Spenser’s historical, cultural and literary environments. 
These include the places and spaces in which he worked and the places and positions 
through which we approach that work.
 
The conference will take place in historic Dublin Castle (http://www.dublincastle.ie/) in 
the heart of the city, with accommodation available in local hotels. It follows the success of 
four previous ISS conferences, at Princeton (1990), Yale (1996), Cambridge (2001), and 
Toronto (2006).
 
An optional bus tour to Kilcolman Castle, Co. Cork and other Spenser-related sites will 
take place on June 21st.
 
Plenaries:  Helen Cooper (University of Oxford), Jeffrey Dolven (Princeton University), 
Anne Fogarty (University College Dublin)

Confirmed speakers/presiders: Andrew Hadfield, Beth Quitslund, David Lee Miller, Julian 
Lethbridge, Ayesha Ramachandran, Joseph Loewenstein, Andrew Zurcher, David Wilson-
Okamura, Patricia Palmer, Willy Maley, Susannah Brietz Monta, Kevin De Ornellas
 

Abstracts should be submitted directly to the conference 
website: www.spenser2015.com, where further details can also be found.

The closing date for submissions is 15 September 2014.
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New Book by Forum Member
Edel Bhreathnach, Ireland in the medieval world, AD400–1000: Landscape, Kingship 

and Religion.
 Dublin: Four Courts, 2014

Aimed at the student and general reader, this is a study of Ireland’s people, 
landscape and place in the world from late antiquity to the reign of Brian Bórama. It 
narrates the story of Ireland’s emergence into history, using anthropological, 
archaeological, historical and literary evidence. Subjects covered include the king, the 
kingdom and the royal household; religion and customs; free and unfree classes in 
society; exiles and foreigners. The rural, urban, ecclesiastical, ceremonial and 
mythological landscapes of early medieval Ireland anchor the history of early Irish 
society in the rich tapestry of archaeological sites, monuments and place-names that 
have survived to the present. A historiography of medieval Irish studies presents the 
commentaries of a variety of scholars from the 17th-century Franciscan Mícheál Ó 
Cléirigh to Eoin Mac Neill, the founding father of modern scholarship. 

Edel Bhreathnach is Chief Executive Officer of the Discovery Programme, and has 
published extensively on a wide range of topics relating to medieval Irish history and 
culture.

Now Available.
Four Courts Press.
316pp; colour illustrations. 
Hardback. 978-1-84682-341-1 
€50.00; Paperback. 
978-1-84682-342-8 €24.95 
 http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/
product.php?intProductID=1058
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Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland
Dr Ann Buckley, QUB/TCD, Dr Carrie Griffin, Bristol 

University, Emer Purcell M.Phil (UCD), UCC

Webpage: https://fmrsi.wordpress.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ForumMRSI 

Twitter: @FMRSI

On  the  FMRSI  Website  this  February...
Event,  Early  English  Text  Society  Workshop  on  Editing  for  Graduate  Students:  h2p://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2014/02/04/event-‐‑early-‐‑english-‐‑text-‐‑society-‐‑workshop-‐‑on-‐‑editing/

CFP,  Urban  Ritual  and  Ceremony  in  Pre-‐‑Modern  Europe:  h2p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2014/02/04/cfp-‐‑urban-‐‑ritual-‐‑and-‐‑ceremony-‐‑in-‐‑pre-‐‑modern-‐‑europe-‐‑c-‐‑1300-‐‑c-‐‑1700-‐‑
northumbria/

Employment,  Barron  Fellowship  and  Associate  Professorship  in  Medieval  History,  
h2p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2014/01/31/employment-‐‑barron-‐‑fellowship-‐‑and-‐‑associate-‐‑
professorship-‐‑in-‐‑medieval-‐‑history-‐‑oxford/

Employment,  Postdoctoral  Research  Fellow,  Centre  for  Medieval  Studies,  University  of  
York:  h2p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2014/01/29/employment-‐‑postdoctoral-‐‑research-‐‑fellow-‐‑
centre-‐‑for-‐‑medieval-‐‑studies-‐‑university-‐‑of-‐‑york/

CFP,  Liminal  Networks:  Western  Paleography  to  c.  1100:  h2p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2014/01/30/cfp-‐‑liminal-‐‑networks-‐‑western-‐‑palaeography-‐‑to-‐‑c-‐‑1100-‐‑kcl-‐‑3-‐‑june-‐‑2014/

CFP,  Monastic  Life:  Art  and  Technology  in  the  11th-‐‑16th  Centuries:  h2p://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2014/01/29/cfp-‐‑monastic-‐‑life-‐‑art-‐‑and-‐‑technology-‐‑in-‐‑the-‐‑11th-‐‑16th-‐‑
centuries-‐‑romania/
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