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New Issue of Óenach: FMRSI Reviews Forthcoming

Issue 4.1 (2012) of Óenach: FMRSI Reviews will shortly be available at 
http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/. Edited by Ann Buckley, this latest 

issue of Óenach contains reviews of some of the latest scholarly publications 
in medieval and early modern studies, as follows:

Contents

Hugh Magennis, Translating ‘Beowulf’: Modern Versions in English Verse (D. S. Brewer, 2011). 
Reviewed by Alice Jorgensen

Sue Niebrzydowski (ed.), Middle-aged Women in the Middle Ages (D.S. Brewer, 2011). Reviewed 
by Eiléan Ní Chuillenáin 

Charles F. Briggs, The Body Broken: Medieval Europe 1300–1520 (Routledge, 2011). Reviewed by 
Larissa Tracy 

Charles Doherty, Linda Doran, and Mary Kelly (eds), Glendalough: City of  God (Four Courts 
Press, on behalf of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, 2011). Reviewed by Marie Therese 
Flanagan 

Anthony Harvey and Franz Fischer (eds), The St Patrick’s Confessio Hypertext Stack 
www.confessio.ie Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 2011. Pádraig McCarthy (transl.), My Name is 
Patrick (Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 2011). Reviewed by Caitríona Ó Dochartaigh 

Susan Boynton, Silent Music. Medieval Song and the Construction of History in Eighteenth-
Century Spain (Oxford University Press, 2011). Reviewed by Tess Knighton

Russell E. Murray, Jr, Susan Forscher Weiss, and Cynthia J. Cyrus (eds), Music Education in the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance: Reading and Writing the Pedagogy of the Past (Indiana 
University Press, 2010). Reviewed by Ann Buckley

- Members will be circulated once issue 4.1 has been published-

https://fmrsi.wordpress.com
https://fmrsi.wordpress.com
http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/
http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/
http://www.confessio.ie
http://www.confessio.ie
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International Society of Anglo-Saxonists 
Conference, 2013, to be held in Dublin

Next year, the International Society of Anglo-Saxonists will hold its biennial 
conference in Ireland for the first time. The conference will take place from 29 July 
to 2 August 2013 and will be hosted jointly by University College Dublin and 
Trinity College. 

The theme is “Insular Cultures”, which is interpreted very broadly. The focus will 
be on relations between Anglo-Saxon England and Ireland in the early Middle Ages 
but papers are also welcomed on the relations between the Anglo-Saxons and their 
other Celtic and non-Celtic neighbours. Related topics, such as continental 
influence on insular cultures and relations with Iceland, will also be included. 
Papers on other topics are also most welcome. 

Keynote lectures will be given by Dr Michael Ryan, Dr Jane Hawkes, Professor 
Dáibhí Ó Cróinín and Professor Charles Wright.

The conference will be preceded by a graduate student workshop in UCD, on 
working with databases. It will be led by Dr Peter Stokes of King’s College London 
and will have places for up to fifteen graduate students.

Further details can be found on the website: www.isas2013.com.

https://legacy.ucc.ie/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.isas2013.com/
https://legacy.ucc.ie/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.isas2013.com/


Conference Report: Medieval Artefacts: Making 

and Meaning c.500-1500
A day-long postgraduate colloquium took place in the Long Room Hub at Trinity College Dublin on 

4 May 2012 kindly supported by TRIARC (Trinity Research, Irish Art Research Centre) and the 

Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland.  Aiming to showcase new work on 

medieval objects by current doctoral students working in any discipline, the colloquium’s theme 

focused on the crafting of an ‘artefact’ and examining it as a witness to the culture that both 

produced and used it.  Participants were drawn from a variety of disciplines and universities from 

Ireland and the UK and Irish, English and continental artefacts were all represented.  Providing an 

occasion to present on their current research interests, the colloquium offered an opportunity to get 

a glimpse of the range of the work-in-progress undertaken by the medievalists of the future.  

The range of material covered in the day was vast and of a high quality; the day opened with a focus 

on interpreting manuscripts – examining how manuscripts were read, used and updated for their 

different purposes, and how they influenced people, places and visual images.  Other papers 

examined how medieval equipment could be interpreted.  From everyday farming equipment to the 

splendour of a golden mitre and crozier, we learnt that practicality was not the only consideration 

for the construction of such items.  Further presentations illustrated research which posed some 

interesting questions and suggestions regarding new ways of examining medieval artefacts; 

experimental examinations on medieval armour, cutting-edge digital examinations of grave slabs 

and issues regarding attempts to digitize a large corpus of manuscripts were on offer and provided 

much food for thought to the assembled audience.

Along with the papers presented, we borrowed an idea from the scientific world and offered some 

participants the opportunity to present a poster, a visual representation of an aspect of their work.  

Many of these posters complemented the papers presented, with artefacts from the medieval 

farming cycle, medieval towns, manuscript localisation in late medieval Ireland, early weaponry 

and a medieval manuscript mystery all featuring.  This poster session gave participants an 

opportunity to mingle and approach the presenters to engage with their work in a relaxed 

atmosphere.

continued...
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The colloquium was well attended across disciplines and both graduate students and 

lecturers seemed to enjoy the day.  Between sessions there was time for discussing research 

and an opportunity for network building over a cup tea or coffee and later, over wine.  The 

evening meal provided further opportunity to discuss all things medieval when we (at least 

one end of the table) expanded our knowledge of medieval Psalters, the Book of Kells and 

argued about medieval bookbinding!

Conference Organisers:

Colleen Thomas (History of Art and Architecture, TCD)
Dr Rebecca Wall (Department of History, TCD)
Caoimhe Whelan (Department of History, TCD)
Dr Laura Cleaver (Ussher Lecturer in Medieval Art, TCD)

-‐ Report by Caoimhe Whelan, IRCHSS Daniel O’Connell Scholar in Irish History, Trinity 

College Dublin
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  News of Festschrift for Yolande de Pontfarcy Sexton 

Edited by Phyllis Gaffney and Jean-Michel Picard, The Medieval 
Imagination: Mirabile Dictu: Essays in Honour of Yolande de Pontfarcy 

Sexton is a new collection of essays published by Four Courts Press:

“The lay of Espervier”, edited by Glyn S. Burgess
“Roland, Olivier and the strangeness of words”, Joseph Long

“When the wind blows: youthful automata in three Old French poems”, Phyllis 

 Gaffney

“Court and cloister: some literary devices in the Vie des Pères”, Tony Hunt

“Un homologue du ‘morceau du champion’ en ancien français”, Richard Glyn 

 Roberts & Jenny Rowland 

“‘Con freno e con isproni’: equine imagery in Dante”, John C. Barnes

“Petrarch and the myth of Daedalus”, Jennifer Petrie

“Ticfa didiu rí aili foræ: prophecy, sovereignty narratives and medieval Irish 

 historiography”, Kevin Murray

“Uses and abuses of foundation legends: the case of Evesham Abbey” Howard B. 

 Clarke

“The methodical and the marvellous in the description of Paris by Guillebert de 
 Mets (1434)”,  Evelyn Mullally

“Le merveilleux et l’espace européen: l’Irlande et les Irlandais dans la literature 

 médiévale français (XIIe–XVe siècles)”, Éamon Ó Ciosáin

“Le faubourg du purgatoire? St Patrick’s purgatory in French traveller accounts 

 from the early modern period onwards”, Grace Neville

The Medieval Imagination 
is available now from 
Four Courts Press, http://
www.fourcourtspress.ie/
contents.php?
intProductID=1067, 
ISBN:
978-1-84682-328-2

http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/contents.php?intProductID=1067
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Transmission, Translation and Dissemination in the European Middle Ages

c.  AD  1000  –  AD  1500

Forum  for  Medieval  and  Renaissance  Studies  in  Ireland,  University  of  Cambridge,  and  
University  College  Cork,  28–29  September  2012

Conference  Webpage:  h"p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/04/22/event-‐‑transmission-‐‑translation-‐‑and-‐‑
dissemination-‐‑in-‐‑the-‐‑european-‐‑middle-‐‑ages-‐‑1000-‐‑1500-‐‑ad-‐‑ucc-‐‑sept-‐‑2012

PROVISIONAL  PROGRAMME

FRIDAY  28  September

9.00      Registration  (Aula  Maxima)

9.30	 	 Conference  Welcome  

9.45   Keynote  Lecture  I:  Dr  Anthony  Lappin,  School  of  Languages,  Linguistics  and  Culture,  University  of  
Manchester

Title:  "ʺDealing  with  the  devil?  The  Alchoran  latinus  of  1143  and  growing  knowledge  of  Islam"ʺ

10.30      Coffee  

SESSION  I:  Transmission  and  Materiality

11.00  	 Carrie  Griffin,  Queen  Mary,  University  of  London:  “Writing  Transmission:  Practical  Discourses  of  
Late  Medieval  English  Book  Production”

11.40	 MaF  Wranovix,  University  of  New  Haven:  “Transmission  and  Selection:  Instructing  the  Parish  
Clergy  in  Late  Medieval  Germany”

12.20	 Irene  O’Daly,  Institute  for  Cultural  Disciplines,  University  of  Leiden:  “’Breaking  the  Rules’:  Column  
Layout  in  Medieval  Classical  Manuscripts”  

1.00      Lunch  

continued  overleaf

http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/04/22/event-transmission-translation-and-dissemination-in-the-european-middle-ages-1000-1500-ad-ucc-sept-2012
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/04/22/event-transmission-translation-and-dissemination-in-the-european-middle-ages-1000-1500-ad-ucc-sept-2012
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/04/22/event-transmission-translation-and-dissemination-in-the-european-middle-ages-1000-1500-ad-ucc-sept-2012
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/04/22/event-transmission-translation-and-dissemination-in-the-european-middle-ages-1000-1500-ad-ucc-sept-2012


SESSION  II:  Graduate  Panel:  Transmission,  Translation  and  Reflection

2.00  	 	 Lucia  FinoFo,  Brandeis  University:  “Translating  for  Power  and  the  Power  of  Translation:  Jews  and  
	 Islamic  Sciences  in  Thirteenth-‐‑Century  Italy”

2.30  	 	 Natalia  Petrovskaia,  University  of  Cambridge:  “Romancing  the  World,  or  Not:  Medieval  Vernacular  
Translations  of  the  Imago  Mundi”

3.00  	 Krista  Rascoe,  University  of  Texas  at  Dallas:  “Blinded  by  the  Light:  Medieval  Optical  Physics  in  Dante’s  
Paradiso”

3.30      Tea

SESSION  III:  Language,  Influence,  and  Authorship.  

4.00  	 Paul  Russell,  University  of  Cambridge:  “Ofydd,  Fferyll(t)  and  Dwned:  Welsh  ofydd  ‘love  poetry’,  
fferyll(t)  ‘magic’  and  dwned  ‘grammar’”

4.40	 Nóirín  Ní  Bheaglaoi,  University  College  Cork:  “A  Text  in  Transmission:  The  Case  of  Gerald  of  Wales’  The  
History  and  Topography  of  Ireland”

5.20	 Beth  Zamzow,  University  of  Iowa:  “Something  ‘Gained’  in  the  Translation:  Liturgical  Quotation,  
Paraphrase  and  Translation  in  the  Fifteenth-‐‑Century  English  Carols

6.00         Wine  Reception  

SATURDAY  29  September

9.30	 Keynote  Lecture  II:  Dr  Caoimhín  Breatnach,  School  of  Irish,  Celtic  Studies,  Irish  Folklore  and  
Linguistics,  University  College  Dublin.  

Title:  "ʺThe  transmission  of  Latin  religious  texts  in  Ireland  1000-‐‑1500"ʺ.

10.15      Coffee  

SESSION  IV:  Ireland,  Historiography,  and  Learning.  

10.45  	 Lindy  Brady,  University  of  Mississippi:  “Transmission,  Translation,  Transformation:  The  Lebor  
Bretnach’s  Vision  of  Anglo-‐‑Saxon  England”

11.25	 Mary  Kelly,  University  College  Dublin:  “Ways  of  Learning  in  Twelfth-‐‑Century  Glendalough”

12.05	 Brendan  Kane,  University  of  Connecticut:  “Being  Noble  in  Ireland  Before  Henry  VIII”

12.45      Lunch

SESSION  V:  Graduate  Panel:    Form,  Script,  Prayer,  Performance.  

2.00  	 	 Danielle  Magnusson,  University  of  Washington:  “Scenes  of  Their  Own  Making:  The  ‘Performing’  Texts  
of  Late  Medieval  Cycle  Drama”

2.30	 Christine  Voth,  University  of  Cambridge:  “The  production  of  de  luxe  manuscripts  in  English  Square  
Minuscule  c.  1000”

continued  overleaf
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3.00	 	 Kirsty  March,  University  College  Cork:  “Ex  tempore:  Transmission  and  Performance  of  Prayer  in  Anglo-‐‑
Saxon  England”  

3.30	 Anna  Dlabačová,  University  of  Leiden:  “Mysticism  for  a  New  Age:  Tracing  the  Dissemination  of  a  
Fifteenth-‐‑Century  Mystical  Guide”

4.00      Tea

SESSION  VI  Graduate  Panel:  Translation  and  Europe.  

4.30  	 Tamara  Perez  Fernández,  Universidade  de  Valladolid:  "ʺFrom  England  to  Iberia  through  the  margins:  The  
Transmission  of  Extra-‐‑textual  Elements  in  the  Iberian  Translations  of  Gower'ʹs  Confessio  Amantis"ʺ

5.00	 Caoimhe  Whelan,  Trinity  College  Dublin:  “Translating  Giraldus:  Transmi"ing  Ideas  about  the  History  of  
Ireland  in  the  Late  Middle  Ages”

5.30	 Maria  Kallio,  University  of  Turku:  “Forma  testandi:  Conventions  for  Writing  Last  Wills  in  Late  Medieval  
Sweden”

5.30      Discussion  and  Closing  Remarks

6.00         End

7.30         Conference  Dinner

*******

Registration  details:  to  follow.  This  conference  is  organised  by  the  Forum  for  Medieval  and  Renaissance  Studies  in  Ireland  in  
association  with  University  College  Cork  and  the  Department  of  Anglo-‐‑Saxon,  Norse  &  Celtic,  University  of  Cambridge.  
The  conference  is  generously  supported  by  the  Leverhulme  Trust,  the  School  of  History,  and  the  School  of  English,  
University  College  Cork.

Organizing  commi"ee:  Dr  Elizabeth  Boyle  (University  of  Cambridge),  Dr  Ann  Buckley  (Queen’s  University  Belfast  /  Trinity  
College  Dublin),  Dr  Carrie  Griffin  (Queen  Mary,  University  of  London  /  University  College  Cork),  and  Ms  Emer  Purcell  
M.Phil.  (University  College  Cork).
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Special Feature:

Music and the Stars
Science is much in the news as Dublin hosts the Euro Science Open Forum (11–15 July) and celebrates 
Dublin City of Science 2012. Ireland’s contribution to modern science is well-attested yet it is not so 

well known that Ireland, famed for over half a millennium for its saints and scholars, was equally 
renowned for the scientific endeavour carried out in its monastic schools. Nor is it generally appreciated 
in wider historical debate that the principles of scientific discovery – observation and analysis – 
flourished in early medieval Ireland and laid the groundwork on continental Europe for the acceptance 
of later scientific theories. It is this lacuna that the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland’s two-day, 

interdisciplinary conference Music and the Stars: mathematics in medieval Ireland – a model for the 
present? intends to address.
 For the first time, an international panel of speakers will introduce and explore the history of 
science in medieval Ireland – its reception, philosophy and the far-reaching contribution made by Irish 
scholars to the development of science in medieval Ireland and western Europe. The conference is 

aimed at a general audience and is of relevance not only to those interested in medieval history but also 
to those involved in Irish heritage, education and tourism. 
 In this context, mathematics is understood as the quadrivium of arithmetic, music, geometry and 
astronomy, which followed the trivium of dialectic, rhetoric and logic in the Liberal Arts curriculum of 
medieval education. Extant mathematical texts therefore describe the medieval understanding of the 

observable world but also very clearly allow for abstract speculation. For example, a fragment of a 
mathematical text (BL, Egerton 3323, f. 18) can be placed, because of a marginal note, in the monastic 
school at Glendalough in the early twelfth century. This fragment contains a fraction table commencing 
with a tiny fraction, the calcus, which is equivalent to 1/2304 of an as (⅓ kg.). This calcus is too small 
for practical measurement and is intended for abstract calculation. The fragment also contains a 

condensed statement of Boethian number theory, so condensed that without an easy familiarity with the 
works of Boethius this passage would be largely unintelligible – this was normal fare for the monastic 
school. 
	
 In many manuscripts of Irish provenance, however, glosses, commentaries and marginal notes 
attest that the study of mathematics was not merely an arduous trudge through a difficult part of the 

scholarly curriculum but was pursued with vigour, rigorous enquiry, observation and debate. There is an 
excitement and immediacy to these manuscripts that bring the reader in direct contact with the medieval 
understanding of the universe and engender further respect for and appreciation of the ability and 
serious intent of Irish scholars in the Middle Ages. The principles of mathematics also find vivid 
expression in the great artistic and literary achievements of the period such as the Books of Kells and 

Durrow, the sculptured crosses, and the complex numerical infixing found in Hiberno-Latin literature. 
The application of a truly interdisciplinary approach to modern education, inspired by the medieval 
model, will also be explored at the conference.      continued ... 
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Following the opening of the conference by Jimmy Deenihan, Minister for the Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht, Dáibhí Ó Cróinín will provide an overview of scientific study in early medieval Ireland with 
an introduction to and consideration of the impact of scientific and philosophical texts available to 
scholars from as early as the seventh century, for example, Isidore of Seville’s De ordine creaturarum. 
 Pádraig P. Ó Néill will survey the influence of Boethius on early medieval Ireland from the 
seventh to the twelfth century – an influence that was profound in the areas of computistics, 

mathematics, music, logic, and philosophy. Referring to Irish manuscripts which contain either copies of 
the works of Boethius (with accompanying glosses) or quotations from his works, he will discuss these 
as primary evidence for the reception and interpretation of Boethian thought in Ireland. 
 Immo Warntjes will outline the historiography of early medieval science. Offering a fresh 
analysis and rejecting the concept of the Dark Ages in which scientific thought is said to have stultified, 

he will suggest that there was innovation and rationality and that from the seventh century Ireland 
played a crucial role in this process – a role that was to facilitate the adoption of Arabic science in the 
eleventh century. Marina Smyth will consider the development of scientific thought in Ireland in the 
seventh century. Her examination of the role of Scripture in defining the natural world will demonstrate 
the independence of mind exhibited by Irish scholars in their analysis of this world. Remaining in the 

seventh century, Maura Ó Cróinín will focus on ‘Cummian’s Letter’, a tour de force of computistical 
erudition which demonstrates the variety of complex Easter tables known to Irish scholars and the 
inherent danger of heresy in aligning with a flawed system of calculation. 
	
 The second day of the conference will examine music as a mathematical subject; the application 
of mathematics in the fields of art and design, and exploration; important scientific manuscripts in Irish 

library holdings and assess the progress of technology at the end of the medieval period. The conference 
will conclude with a discussion between, speakers, audience and invited guests.
 To begin, David Howlett will engage in his own tour de force. Travelling from the sixth to the 

ninth century he will discuss the introduction of mathematical studies into Ireland, illustrate 

architectural accounts of the seventh century, present two mathematical puzzles of the ninth and enthrall 

with Dicuill’s ninth-century account of the expedition to Thule, correcting the geographers of Antiquity 

on the basis of scientific research. 

 Looking at some of the finest Insular art objects, Robert Stevick will extend the dimension of 

design from the visually pleasing to an understanding of the primary geometric forms used in their 

creation. The replication of the processes required to create these objects brings an understanding of the 

forms and restores an appreciation of Insular art. He will explore the application of these design 

methods to computer programmes and their potential for inclusion in school curricula.

 Charles Burnett will examine an important yet little-known manuscript of English provenance in 

the holdings of the Bolton Library: Cashel, Bolton Library MS 1. Dated to the early thirteenth century, it 

includes texts on practical music and arithmetic, alphabets, calendars, weather forecasting, astrology, 

divination by the letters of the client’s name, charms, and cosmology.    continued ...
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The reason for assembling such items and the coherence of the whole will be investigated. The largest 

collection of western medieval scientific and medical works in Ireland is held in the Library of the 
Royal Irish Academy. Siobhán Fitzpatrick will focus on the textual content of these works, their 
connection with the Arab and Mediterranean worlds, their Irish contexts and the colourful fortunes of 
selected texts as well as the ongoing digitization of these texts for access purposes and scholarly 
research. 

 Howard Clarke will examine the science and technology of the later medieval period and assess 
the continuance of techniques inherited from the ancient world; modifications to existing devices and 
methods; the adoption of new techniques borrowed from other cultures (principally Chinese and 
Arabic); and the invention of new techniques. In conclusion, he will assess the role of medieval 
advances in science and technology in positioning western Europe for world dominance in the ensuing 

centuries.
 The title of this conference poses the question whether the structure of the medieval 
mathematical curriculum can provide a model for the present. Papers presented will demonstrate that the 
skills of mathematics provided the foundation for artistic and literary activity, activities now considered 
alien to the realm of science. The final session will be devoted to a discussion of this question between 

guests invited from the fields of education and psychology, speakers and the audience. It is intended that 
papers presented at the conference and arising from it will be published in book form in 2013.
For further information see www.rsai.ie or contact niamh@rsai.ie. 
 The conference is generously supported by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht as 
well as the Heritage Council under the Heritage Education, Community and Outreach Grant Scheme 

2012. The event is included in the ESOF Partner Conference calendar. The RSAI is grateful to the 
National Library of Ireland for providing the venue for this conference. 

 - Mary Kelly, RSAI member

http://www.rsai.ie
http://www.rsai.ie
mailto:niamh@rsai.ie
mailto:niamh@rsai.ie


CÚPLA NÓIMÉAD ...

Marie Therese Flanagan 
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How did you come to medieval/Renaissance studies?
I went to UCD aiming to take a degree in French and German and my third subject in my first 
year was history which I intended to drop, but I was very fortunate to have Kevin B. Nowlan 
as my tutor who persuaded me to do history for my degree. I thought I would prefer modern 
history until I encountered Francis John Byrne’s compulsory lectures in second year on early 
medieval Ireland and I instantly decided that thereafter I would choose as many medieval 
options as possible. It is important to expose students to medieval topics whether or not they 
think they might be interested.
 
Who was your most inspirational teacher/mentor, and why?
Kevin B. Nowlan and Francis John Bryne were significant influences as an undergraduate. In 
Oxford my doctoral supervisor, John Prestwich, was instrumental in enabling me to set events 
in twelfth-century Ireland within the wider context of British and European history and to 
exploit English royal administrative records. His knowledge of the narrative sources was also 
awe-inspiring. He had a disconcerting habit of not answering my questions directly during 
supervisions, but would subsequently write me detailed letters, giving precise references to 
sources, which sometimes already awaited me in my pigeon hole by the time I got back to 
Somerville College.

What is the last conference you attended?
A stimulating conference in November 2011 in University College, Cork, commemorating the 
1000th anniversary of the synod of Ráith Bressail, 1111, at which I gave a paper. Pádraig Ó 
Riain’s invaluable Dictionary of Irish Saints was launched at the opening session and has 
already become a much used resource on my reference shelf.

What book(s) are you currently reading?
A biography by Bruce Arnold of the English painter, Derek Hill, who so very generously left 
his Irish home in Churchill, Co. Donegal, together with important artworks, to the Irish 
people, and Colmán Ó Clabaigh’s splendid new book, The friars in Ireland, 1224-1540.

What is your guilty pleasure when working?
Working, I mean research, is my guilty pleasure.

            continued...
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What excites you most about teaching medieval topics to students?
Facilitating students’ access to the very diverse range of primary source material, written and 
visual, and their enthusiastic responses to it.

What are your hopes for the future of early studies in Ireland? 
There have been enormous advances in historical understanding of the early medieval Irish 
period in relation to both Latin and Irish sources. The eleventh to thirteenth centuries, by 
comparison, have not attracted the same attention and there remains the challenge of spanning 
the historiographical dichotomy between pre-Anglo-Norman and Anglo-Norman history. The 
pressure to complete doctoral theses within three years is challenging for young medievalists, by 
comparison with modernists, because they have to acquire such a wide range of skills, not just 
linguistic but also methodological, as well as codicology, palaeography, and diplomatic. These 
are more fears than hopes

What historical figure do you most admire?
Admiration may not be the correct description, but I remain fascinated by Aífe, daughter of 
Diarmait Mac Murchada, king of Leinster, who was widowed in early 1176 within six years of 
her marriage to Strongbow, did not remarry, and moved with such apparent ease between 
Leinster and Strongbow’s estates in England and south Wales, and where in 1184 she is recorded 
to have been in charge of the defence of his castle at Chepstow against Welsh attack.

What is your favourite historical novel/movie/website to do with the early periods?
Irish script on screen is a wonderful resource and the range of digitised manuscripts on other 
sites increases almost weekly. I use CELT, the fantastic online resource, that is run from 
University College Cork, on an almost daily basis.

If you could be transported back in time to witness something, what would it be?
This changes depending on what I am interested in at any particular moment. I should like to 
have witnessed the response of St Malachy of Armagh to his first visit to Rome in 1139 where, 
according to his biographer, Bernard of Clairvaux, he spent a month visiting and revisiting the 
principal holy places. When, for example, I visit the church of Santa Maria in Trastevere, which 
was restored by Pope Innocent II and who is buried there, I like to imagine that Malachy was as 
taken as I am with its mostly twelfth-century interior. Innocent, according to Bernard, removed 
his own mitre from his head and bestowed it on Malachy, along with his maniple and stole, so it 
is possible that the two of them may even have discussed church interiors.

Marie Therese Flanagan is Professor of Medieval History at Queen’s University Belfast. She is a 
former Vice-President of the Society of Antiquaries of Ireland & a former President of the Ulster 
Society for Irish Historical Studies. She currently acts as International Relations Secretary for the 
Royal Irish Academy and sits on its Executive Committee and Council. She is also a member of 
FMRSI’s Advisory Board. 
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     Final issue of Cuttings for the 
Summer!

Cuttings is taking a Summer holiday but! despair not: we will return in the Autumn 
Please do continue to send us relevant notices for posting on our website, for issues later 
in the year. On behalf of the FMRSI team I would like to thank all of our readers and, in 
particular, our contributors, who continue to help make Cuttings a success.

Wishing all of our members a productive, sunny and happy few months!

Carrie Griffin, Editor. 

*****

Highlights from the FMRSI Website; June 2012

CFP, Demons and Illness, U of Exeter: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/05/28/
cfp-demons-and-illness-theory-and-practice-from-antiquity-to-the-early-modern-
period-centre-for-medical-history-university-of-exeter/
CFP, The Permissive Archive, Queen Mary, U of London: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/05/27/cfp-the-permissive-archive-conference-centre-
for-editing-lives-and-letters/
CFP, Reading the Ancient Near East, UCD/Marsh’s Library: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/05/28/cfp-reading-the-ancient-near-east-in-early-
modern-europe-22-23-november-2012-ucd-and-marshs-library-dublin/
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