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New Issue of Óenach: FMRSI 
Reviews Now Online

Issue 3.2 of Óenach: FMRSI Reviews is now available at: http://
oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/. Edited by Ann Buckley, this latest issue of 

Óenach contains reviews of some of the latest scholarly publications in 
medieval and early modern studies, as follows:

- Peter Clarke and Tony Claydon (eds), Saints and Sanctity. Studies in Church History, 47. 
Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2011. Reviewed by Laura Cleaver

- Katja Ritari, Saints and Sinners in Early Christian Ireland: Moral Theology in the Lives of  Saints 
Brigit and Columba. Turnhout: Brepols, 2009. Reviewed by Salvador Ryan

- Greta-Mary Hair and Betty I. Knott (eds), The Office for St Kentigern. Musica Scotica. Reviewed 
by Ann Buckley

-  Marie Therese Flanagan, The Transformation of the Irish Church in the Twelfth Century. Studies 
in Celtic History, 29. Cambridge: The Boydell Press, 2010. Reviewed by Damian Bracken

- Seán Duffy (ed.), Medieval Dublin X. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2010. Reviewed by Larissa 
Tracy

- Thomas Finan (ed.), Medieval Lough Cé: History, Archaeology and Landscape. Dublin: Four 
Courts Press, 2010. Reviewed by Larissa Tracy

- Brent Miles, Heroic Saga and Classical Epic in Medieval Ireland. Studies in Celtic History, 30. 
Woodbridge and Rochester: D. S. Brewer, 2011. Reviewed by Raymond Cormier
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News: A facsimile Edition of the Annals of 
Roscrea

by Bart Jaski and Daniel Mc Carthy
The Irish chronicle known to modern scholarship as the Annals of Roscrea is found only in 

the manuscript Brussels, Bibliothèque Royale 5301-20 pp. 97−161. It was first registered in 

print in the comprehensive catalogue of the manuscripts in the Burgundian Library at 

Brussels published in 1842, and an edition was published by Dermot Gleeson and Seán Mac 

Airt in 1959. Recent research has  shown that the principal scribe, the Franciscan friar Fr 

Brendan O’Conor, transcribed his source, ‘mutila Historia D. Cantwelij’, in two successive 

phases, and then in a third phase it was annotated and indexed by his  fellow Franciscan Fr 

Thomas O’Sheerin. This research has also shown that the edition of Gleeson and Mac Airt is 

incomplete, having omitted the pre-Patrician section of the chronicle, and this section 

preserves Irish origin legend material, some of it unique, which is cognate with the pre-

Patrician material in the Annals of Tigernach, Chronicum Scottorum, Annals  of Ulster and 

the Annals of Inisfallen. 

Hence this, the first full edition of the work, has  been prepared in facsimile form so as to 

make clear the successive phases of compilation of the text, to provide an accurate account 

of its orthography, to identify the relationship of its entries to those of other annals, and to 

furnish an Anno Domini chronology consistent with the other Clonmacnoise annals. 

This edition, together with a substantial introduction,  is available online via the Irish Annals 

Edition Directory at www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie/editions.

Dr Bart Jaski is Keeper of manuscripts and incunabula, University Library of Utrecht, Utrecht, 

3584 CS, Netherlands; Dr Dan McCarthy is Fellow Emeritus, Department of Computer Science, 

Trinity College, Dublin 2
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Irish Annals Edition Directory

Daniel Mc Carthy

The webpage www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie/editions tabulates links to all 

known electronic editions and English translations of the principal Irish 

annals and chronicles. 

The directory of annals is arranged according to the  taxonomy defined in 

McCarthy, The Irish Annals (Dublin, 2008), pp. 9–13, namely:

Clonmacnoise group – Annals of Tigernach, Chronicum Scottorum, Annals of 
Roscrea.

Cuana group – Annals of Ulster, Annals of Inisfallen, Annals of Boyle.

Connacht group – Annals of Connacht, Annals of Loch Cé.

Regnal-canon group – Mageoghagan’s Book (Annals of Clonmacnoise), 
Annals of the Four Masters.

To these have been added links to electronic editions of the chronicles 

Lebor Gabála and Foras Feasa ar Eireann. The majority of these editions 

reside on the invaluable CELT resource website at www.ucc.ie/celt/, but 

some editions not available there have been supplied from other websites. 

These electronic editions represent an invaluable tool for any research 

involving either searching or surveying these chronicles, allowing 

comprehensive searches to be made virtually instantly using any textual or 

numerical key. Then all resultant entries found may be efficiently copied 

and pasted, ready for collation with other relevant material.

Please notify any omissions or errors to dan.mccarthy@cs.tcd.ie.
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Music, Dance, and Society: Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies in Memory of Ingrid G. 

Brainard 
edited by Ann Buckley and Cynthia J. Cyrus

Music, Dance, and Society: Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies in Memory of Ingrid G. 
Brainard celebrates a woman who "was a lover 
of life, of music, and of movement." 
Just as Brainard's interests and scholarship crossed 
several disciplines, the essays collected here 
acknowledge her range of influence and her 
inclusive spirit. Performative dance and dance 
history, social history, and musicological issues 
are all explored, touching on topics from the later 
Renaissance back through the Carolingian Empire. 

The interconnected themes are presented in three 
sections: first creating the repertory, by looking at the 
contexts of musical creation; then interpreting it, 
through the performance, meaning, and social identity 
of dances; and finally discussing potential 
reevaluations, based on the location of musical 
performances, aspects of transcription difficulties and 
compositional techniques, dance-historical scrutiny, and 
a comparison of a shared genre in music and dance.

The volume is now available from Michigan University Press. 
ISBN 978-1-58044-166-7. Copyright 2011, pp. xvi + 358. 
Clothbound; $60. See: https://secure.touchnet.net/
C21782_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?
PRODUCTID=1152&SINGLESTORE=true. 

New Publication by Forum 
Co-Ordinator

Music, Dance,
and Society

Edited by Ann Buckley and Cynthia J. Cyrus

Medieval and Renaissance Studies
in Memory of Ingrid G. Brainard
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Medieval Events at Trinity College Dublin 
May 2012 

* 4 May 13.00-18.00 Medieval Artefacts: Making and Meaning c.500-1500 

An Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Student Colloquium, Long Room Hub; admission is free. This event 
will be followed by a wine reception. If you intend to attend it would be a great help if you could 

contact Caoimhe Whelan (ctwhelan@tcd.ie) to register, so that the organizers how much tea, coffee 
and wine to provide. For further details see: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2012/04/04/conference-

medieval-artefacts-making-and-meaning-c-500-1500/

 

* Making the Medieval Past: A Series of Lectures on Historiography and the Middle Ages 
in Britain and Ireland

• 3 May David Woodman (Cambridge University) The Writing of History in Twelfth-Century 
Worcester

• 10 May Michael Staunton (University College Dublin) The Historians of Angevin England

• 17 May Stephen Church (University of East Anglia) 1185: an English perspective (joint meeting 
with the Dublin Medieval Society)

• 24 May Jane Hawkes (University of York) Creating a View: Historicising Anglo-Saxon Sculpture in 
the Sixteenth Century

• 31 May Laura Slater (Cambridge University) Visions of History in the English Great Church

 

All lectures take place at 19.00 in the Long Room Hub except that on 24 May (venue to be 
confirmed)
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Also at Trinity College Dublin This May...
Public lecture 

Professor Robin Frame
“Rediscovering Medieval Ireland” 

6pm on Thursday 10 May
Thomas Davis lecture theatre, Trinity College Dublin. 

The lecture marks the launch of CIRCLE: A Calendar of Irish Chancery Letters, c. 1244-1509, 
which is an exciting new internet resource for Irish medieval history. 

The lecture is free and no booking is required.
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CÚPLA NÓIMÉAD ...

Phyllis Gaffney
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How did you come to medieval/Renaissance studies?

Since my youth I have been fascinated by medieval art and architecture: its vivid colours, bold 
shapes, landscapes, abbeys, cathedrals, castles...
Perhaps I am drawn to origins. When I studied French at UCD, the history of the language was 
compulsory. I was really interested to learn how Old French grew out of Latin and gradually 
evolved over the centuries. 
 
Who was your most inspirational teacher/mentor, and why?

The one who stands out most is the late Denis Bethell, who lived and breathed the twelfth 
century and was a font of wicked anecdotes about monks, abbots and kings. I was lucky to 
have had Denis as a tutor, and to have been invited, twice, to join his annual vacation reading 
party at Gladstone's library in Hawarden, Chesire. 

What is the last conference you attended?

The annual conference of the International Medieval Society, at the Sorbonne in Paris, 
on Translatio, in June 2010. 

What book(s) are you currently reading?

None at present in medieval/Renaissance studies, but in recent weeks Karin Ueltschi's La main 
coupée: métonymie et mémoire mythique (2010). An exemplary combination of anthropology, 
history and literary criticism.

What are your hopes for the future of early studies in Ireland?

That they continue to prosper.  There is so much material still to be mined.

continued .... 



CÚPLA NÓIMÉAD ... continued

Phyllis Gaffney
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What achievement in your career are you most proud of, and why?

Finishing my thesis and being awarded a PhD in Old French by Cambridge while juggling a full-
time lectureship in modern French and parenting two small children. I'm glad that the thesis 
topic had enough shelf life to be worth returning to and updating for publication three decades 
later.

What's your guilty pleasure when working?

Taking a long walk.

What excites you most about teaching medieval/early modern topics to students?

Opening minds to other ways of life. The idea that we can be simultaneously very close and very 
distant from people who lived and thought and imagined, about 900 years ago.

In your opinion can Irish medievalists do more to promote what they do, and how?

Maybe by moving into arenas outside academe. More media involvement? Describing the 
materials we work with?

What is your favourite historical novel/movie/website to do with the early periods?

Monty Python and the Holy Grail -- because I first saw it when I was reading some very 
violent chansons de geste for my research. It was a perfect counterblast!

If you could be transported back in time to witness something, what would it be?

I'd be curious to spend a day in a northern French town in the early thirteenth century, to see if 
people really behaved in the way the fabliaux portray them.

Which historical figure do you most admire?

The great Old French palaeographers and philologists of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, who painstakingly interpreted, glossed and edited the manuscripts, delineating the 
material for future generations...

Phyllis Gaffney is Senior Lecturer in French in the School of Languages and Literature, University 
College Dublin, where she was head of French and Francophone Studies, 2004-2007. She is a member 

of FMRSI’s Advisory Board. 



Special Feature: The Medieval Manuscripts in 

Marsh’s Library
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 Marsh’s Library, founded as Ireland first public library in 1701, is rightly renowned for its 

wonderful collection of 26,000 early printed books, which have for centuries occupied the stately 

bookcases that flank the central aisle of its two galleries. The Library’s holdings of around 300 

early-modern and eighteenth-century manuscripts are comparatively well known.  Less well known 

is the library’s interesting collection of medieval manuscripts, which, though encompassing less than 

two dozen codices, cover a diverse range of subjects. 

Ecclesiastical tracts are the best represented, including a number of bibles, hagiographical 

works and liturgical texts. The collection also boasts codices concerning medicine, astronomy, the 

law (both secular and canon) as well as the works of classical authors. All of the medieval 

manuscripts are in Latin with the exception of an astronomical treatise in Irish (below) and a legal 

handbook in French. While a handful of the medieval manuscripts have received extensive scholarly 

attention, the collection as a whole might be described as understudied and inadequately catalogued. 

The 1913 catalogue compiled by John Russell Scott and edited by Newport J.D. White contains a 

bare minimum of information on the content and provenance of the codices, and in the limited 

number of cases where manuscripts have been subject to expert scrutiny, the dating offered in the 

catalogue has often proven to be wide of the mark.

The library’s collection of manuscripts, both of medieval and 

later date, was initially something of the poor relation within the 
Library, being completely ignored in the first catalogue 
compiled in the early eighteenth century. The founder of the 
library, Archbishop Narcissus Marsh, himself bequeathed the 
vast majority of his own manuscripts to the Bodleian in Oxford 

and clearly envisaged his library in Dublin as a repository for 
printed books alone. The manuscript collection was amassed 
through individual donations and the acquisition of the personal 
libraries of four scholars: Bishop Edward Stillingfleet, Bishop 
John Stearne, Dudley Loftus, and Elias Bouhéreau, the first 

Keeper of the Library. A catalogue of the manuscripts         
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was produced c. 1730, at which stage the codices had been gathered together to form a separate 

collection. 

 The library’s earliest manuscript dates to the second half of the twelfth century and is entitled 

Liber Sancte Marie Rievallis (Z 4.5.17.), it having been produced in or for the Cistercian Abbey of 

Rievaulx in Yorkshire. It receives mention in the monastery’s late twelfth-century library catalogue and 

contains a number of texts by Ambrose, Richard of St. Victor, Bede and Henry of Huntingdon. Despite 

being the oldest of the library’s holdings, this is the only medieval codex to retain its original binding. 

Of early date is also the library’s thirteenth-century copy of Jocelin’s Life of Kentigernus or Mungo, a 

Glasgow saint, which accompanies the only extant complete Life of St Servanus or Serf, a saint 

reputedly of Canaanite origin and latterly active in Scotland (Z 4.5.5). The Marsh’s manuscript is 

probably identifiable with a codex containing the same two Lives recorded as sitting on the precentor’s 

stall in Glasgow cathedral in a 1432/3 inventory. Another hagiographical work housed within Marsh’s is 

perhaps the library’s best-known manuscript holding. The so-called Codex Kilkenniensis (Z 3.1.5.) is a 

very significant fifteenth-century collection of Irish saints’ Lives, which reputedly once resided in the 

Franciscan friary in Kilkenny. This manuscript served as the base text for Charles Plummer’s 1910 Vitae 

Sanctorum Hiberniae and is of pivotal importance for the study of the Irish hagiographical tradition. 

Also of Irish interest is a fourteenth-century Sarum processional (Z 4.2.20.), which a later inscription 

declares to have been in the possession of the Dublin church of St. John the Evangelist, once located 

only 500m from the manuscript’s current repository. This codex is best known for the singular Visitatio 

sepulchri Easter play that it contains, which potentially offers a rare glimpse of the liturgical life of a 

medieval Dublin church, though whether the play was actually ever performed remains uncertain. 

Most of the library’s manuscripts are of English 

or Continental (mainly French) origin and likely to

have arrived in Ireland after 1701. Nevertheless, 

a number of the holdings can be shown with the aid of 

inscriptions, marginal annotation or external evidence 

to have already been in Dublin by the 

mid-seventeenth century. 

Right: a page from a 14th century rite for the 
blessing of a church bell
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An inscription in a handsome early thirteenth-century codex containing exegetical writings of Bede and 

Jerome (Z 4.1.22) shows it to have once belonged to the Fransican friary in Dunkirk. The particular 

saints named in the litany of a fourteenth-century exorcism rite (Z 3.4.29/2.) also point to a provenance 

in northern France or Flanders. An inscription in French found in a colophon added to a fourteenth or 

fifteenth century bible (Z 4.3.30.) is again suggestive of a French origin for this codex, which also 

contains a transcript of a papal bull granted to the Dominican order in 1227. One of the library’s better-

known manuscripts is a fourteenth-century collection of medical tracts of probable Montpellier origin 

(Z 4.4.4.), the contents principally comprising works composed by figures associated with the famous 

university medical school in the southern French town. The only codex written in the French language 

(Z 4.4.5) is, however, unlikely to be of French provenance, it being a fourteenth-century copy of the 

“Britton” legal treatise composed in England during the reign of Edward I. Indeed, an inscription shows 

it to have been in the possession of one Bartholomew Cranshaw in the seventeenth century.

Left: a fifteenth-century exorcism rite. 

The Irish-language manuscript (Z 2.2.1.) is an 

astronomical tract, possibly of fourteenth-century date. It 
represents a translation into Irish of a Latin version of the 
Arabic treatise by Ma Sha Allah, al-Mïsri, and contains 
numerous planetary diagrams, the colouring of which 
remains vivid. A number of the library’s holdings deserve 

the attention of the art historical fraternity due to their 
impressive ornamentation. Foremost is a fifteenth-
century copy of Julius Caesar’s Commentaria (Z 3.1.20.), 
a work of probable Florentine provenance, which has a 
spectacular opening page featuring intricate vegetal and 

zoomorphic motifs as well as two, now defaced, coats of 
arms, one belonging to an unidentified cardinal. 

Two fourteenth-century bibles (Z  4.3.29.; Z 4.3.33.) of uncertain origin are adorned with beautifully 

embellished incipits. One would expect that the scrutiny of a trained eye would yield welcome 

information regarding the provenance of these works, which only serves to highlight the potential for 

fruitful research in respect of this small but interesting collection of medieval manuscripts. 
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Every day on Facebook the library posts an image from one of its books or manuscripts. The Library’s 

Facebook page contains a good number of images of the medieval manuscripts mentioned in this article. 

In addition, scholars can search the library catalogue online at www.marshlibrary.ie/catalogue

Dr Jason McElligott & Dr Diarmuid Ó Riain
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Transmission, Translation and Dissemination in the European 
Middle Ages, UCC,

28 – 29 September 2012

Extended Deadline: 16 April 2012

FMRSI in association with Dr Elizabeth Boyle of the University of Cambridge, are delighted 
to announce a forthcoming conference.

This conference will explore the issues of textual transmission and the movement of ideas 
across medieval Europe. Indeed, going beyond consideration of literary texts alone, the 
scope of discussions will include the transmission of images, music, scientific learning, and 
related areas.

Keynote addresses will be given by Dr Caoimhín Breatnach, School of Irish, Celtic Studies, 
Irish Folklore and Linguistics, University College Dublin and Dr Anthony Lappin, School of 
Languages, Linguistics and Cultures, University of Manchester. Proposals (max. 250 words) 
are welcome from researchers in all areas of medieval studies. Papers should last c. 30 
minutes (plus time for questions  and discussion). We also welcome proposals  from 
postgraduate students for shorter papers (c. 20 minutes plus questions). A small number of 
postgraduate bursaries may be available. Proposals  for papers should be emailed to: 
medrenforum@gmail.com no later than 31 March 2012. For more details see http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com.

This conference is  organized by the Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland 
in association with University College Cork and the Department of Anglo-Saxon, Norse & 
Celtic, University of Cambridge. The conference is generously supported by the Leverhulme 
Trust, and by the Schools of English and History, University College Cork.

Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland
Dr Ann Buckley, QUB/TCD, Dr Carrie Griffin, QMUL/

UCC, Emer Purcell M.Phil (UCD), UCC

Webpage: https://fmrsi.wordpress.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-
Medieval-and-Renaissance-Studies-in-Ireland/167725991439

Twitter: @FMRSI
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