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NEW YEAR,  

NEW CUTTINGS 

 

What would you like to see in your bi-monthly newsletter?  

 

The Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland aims to encourage 

communication between and community among all of its members. Our 

newsletter, Cuttings, delivered to your mailboxes every two months, is a 

crucial means to achieving this, spreading news of events, opportunities, 

new initiatives, and meetings and conferences. 

 

Since Cuttings is here to serve you, we are interested in hearing what YOU 

would like to see featured in future issues of the newsletter. Do you want 

to hear more about what your colleagues are doing? Should we feature 

more short reviews, essays and opinions, or have a section on teaching and 

learning, for example? Should we have more member profiles? 

 

WE want to hear YOUR ideas for new features, ideas for new sections or if 

you have anything that you would like to contribute please contact Editor 

Carrie Griffin (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie)! 
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Featured Project: February 

 

The De Finibus Project, UCC 
Christian Representations of the Afterlife in Medieval Ireland 

 
 

 
Throughout the Middle Ages, and into the Early Modern period, it was 
perhaps through its depictions of other worlds that Ireland exercised its 
most potent influence on the European imagination. One notable example 
is the literary success of The Voyage of Saint Brendan, an account of a quest 

for the Earthly Paradise which survives in a multitude of manuscripts, was translated into 
most of the European vernaculars, and provided one of the inspirations for the protagonists 
of the Age of Exploration. 
 
At least as pervasive was the impact of Irish eschatological texts and traditions – portrayals 
of what awaits us beyond the grave, and anticipations of the events which will accompany, 
and succeed, the end of the world. One of the earliest medieval vision narratives recounts 
the out-of-body experiences of the seventh-century Irish pilgrim Fursa; and in the twelfth 
century The Vision of Tundal had a popularity comparable to that of the Brendan legend, 
being translated into at least thirteen languages. The belief that an advance visit to the next 
world could be made by entering a cave on a lake island in Donegal led to ‘Saint Patrick’s 
Purgatory’ becoming one of Europe’s principal pilgrimage destinations. Irish lists of the 
signs leading up to the Last Judgment seem also to have influenced apocalyptic speculation 
in western Christendom. 
 
These external influences, while significant, represent only the tip of an iceberg: for a 
copious, complex and vividly imaginative eschatological literature circulated in Ireland 
itself. To study this material, and to render it more accessible to the scholarly community as 
a whole, are the aims of the De Finibus Project, based in the Department of Early and 
Medieval Irish, UCC, and supported by the Irish Research Council for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences (IRCHSS). Led by Dr John Carey and Dr Caitríona Ó Dochartaigh, with the 
assistance of other members of the Department, the team also includes a Postdoctoral 
Fellow (Dr Emma Nic Cárthaigh) and a Postgraduate Fellow (Ms Nicole Volmering), as well 
as a cohort of Research Associates based in Dublin, Cambridge, Helsinki and St Louis, and 
an Advisory Board including some of the foremost scholars currently active in the field. 
 
Continued... 
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The project’s website (http://definibus.ucc.ie) includes a detailed catalogue 
raisonné of the primary material as well as an extensive, and constantly 
growing, bibliography of relevant scholarship. Recently, the project hosted 
a public lecture by Professor Bernard McGinn (emeritus, University of 

Chicago), a leading authority on medieval apocalypticism, in conjunction with a day-long 
workshop to consider problems presented by the sources. Project members have also 
reported on their work in a variety of presentations, within UCC, elsewhere in Ireland, and 
abroad. Such dissemination will be continuing in the present academic year, most notably at 
the XIVth International Congress of Celtic Studies in Maynooth (1-5 August 2011), where De 
Finibus will be presenting three block sessions. 
 
The primary focus of the project at this point is the compilation of a major collection of Irish 
eschatological texts, edited and translated by participants in the project, and accompanied 
by commentary and essays; much of this material has hitherto never been translated, and 
some key texts have never been published at all. The volume will include an introduction 
by Professor McGinn, and will be published by Celtic Studies Publications, Aberystwyth. 
 
 

Would You Like to Feature your Project or  
Research in Cuttings? 

 
 

 
From February, Cuttings plans to report on funded research projects or 
on individual research currently being undertaken by Forum members. 
We wish to thank the De Finibus Project, UCC, for kindly featuring their 
work in this issue. 
 
If you would like share news of your project or work with the FMRSI 
community, please contact Carrie Griffin (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie).  

http://definibus.ucc.ie�
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CALL FOR PAPERS: BORDERLINES XV 

Living on the Edge:  Inspiration, Imagination, Vision 

INTERDISCIPLINARY POSTGRADUATE CONFERENCE IN MEDIEVAL 
STUDIES, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CORK APRIL 15th-17th, 2011. 

This conference welcomes papers from early-stage researchers from all areas of 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies including archaeology, art, history, languages, 
literature, manuscript studies, music and philosophy. 

Borderlines XV seeks papers exploring the use of inspiration,  imagination and 
vision  in  the  texts  and  material  culture  of  the  medieval  and  early  modern 
periods.  In  keeping  with  the  traditions  of  the  conference,  papers  that  are 
concerned with the development and revision of contemporaneous perceptions of 
inspiration, imagination and vision, and current scholarship in related areas, are 
welcome.  

Papers on, but not restricted to, the following topics are welcome: 

• Inspiration: divine, secular, literary. 

• Imagination: deployment, expression, conceptualisation, representation. 

• Vision: spiritual, prophetic, political, physical, metaphysical. 

The conference will be held in UCC’s historical Quadrangle. Proposals of  200 
words for  a 15-minute paper,  with 10 minutes allowed for questions and 
discussion at the end of each panel, should be submitted by Friday February 25th 
2011 by email to borderlinesxv@gmail.com.  

For more information visit our website at http://borderlinesxv.wordpress.com/.  

 

http://borderlinesxv.wordpress.com/�
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Announcement: The Four Courts Michael Adams Prize in Irish 
Medieval Studies 

This new prize will be awarded annually at the International Congress on  
Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo. The prize will be awarded for the best peer-
reviewed essay/article on Irish Medieval Studies published in a book or journal 
during the previous calendar year (please note that for the first year’s prize, which 
will be awarded in May 2011, the prize will be awarded for the best  peer-
reviewed essay/article published in a book or journal during the period 2006–
2010). Only articles/essays written by members of ASIMS will be considered. 
Membership of ASIMS can be arranged at: 

http://www.facebook.com/l/24c64;irishmedievalist.wordpress.com/membershi
p-information/membership-dues.  

Membership dues for a given year are as follows: Regular Membership: $50.00; 
Lecturer/Part Time Faculty: $30.00;  Student Membership: $20.00. 

The prize is open to everybody, from students to senior academics. Each entrant 
must submit four copies of his/her article on paper or by PDF on or by 25 
February of the year of the prize ceremony (i.e. if you are entering the competition 
with an essay/article that was published in 2010 you must submit your entry for 
consideration on or by 25 February 2011). All submissions for the year 2010 are to 
be sent by 25 February 2011 to Dr John Soderberg, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Minnesota, 395 Humphrey Center, 301 19thAvenue S., Minneapolis, 
MN 55455, USA. E-mail: sode0018@umn.edu. 

The essays/articles will be judged by a panel consisting of (a) Michael Potterton 
representing Four Courts Press (b) a judge representing ASIMS (c) a Chairperson 
selected by Four Courts Press and ASIMS. The winning essay will be announced 
annually at the International Congress on Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo. The 
prizes will consist of the following:  

A specially selected gift from Four Courts Press.  

A cheque to the value of US$500.00 from Four Courts Press.   

http://www.facebook.com/l/24c64;irishmedievalist.wordpress.com/membership-information/membership-dues�
http://www.facebook.com/l/24c64;irishmedievalist.wordpress.com/membership-information/membership-dues�
http://www.facebook.com/l/24c64;irishmedievalist.wordpress.com/membership-information/membership-dues�
http://www.facebook.com/l/24c64;irishmedievalist.wordpress.com/membership-information/membership-dues�
mailto:sode0018@umn.edu�
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Forum for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies in Ireland 
Dr Ann Buckley, TCD 
Dr Carrie Griffin, QMUL/UCC 
Emer Purcell M.Phil (UCD), UCC W:http://fmrsi.wordpress.com 

E: medrenforum@gmail.com 
 

Cuttings Editor:  
Dr Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie/
c.griffin@qmul.ac.uk) 

FIND US ON  
 
 
 
 
 

Become a fan of the 
FMRSI at: 

http://www.facebook.c
om/pages/Forum-for-

Medieval-and-
Renaissance-Studies-in-
Ireland/167725991439?v

=wall  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM FMRSI WEBSITE February  
 

Limerick’s Built Heritage Lectures: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/01/20/event-
limericks-built-heritage-lecture-series-2011/  
  
Mary Immaculate College Limerick; Summer 
School:  
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/01/27/event-
summer-school-mic-junejuly-2011/  
 
Paul MacCotter Seminar, UCC: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/01/26/event-paul-
maccotter-the-pre-norman-irish-church-history-
seminar-ucc-16-feb-2011/  
 
Summer School Budapest: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2011/01/27/event-summer-
school-in-medieval-codicology-palaeography-
budapest-july-2011/  
 

 

Oénach: FMRSI Reviews 

The Editor welcomes suggestions for titles for review in future issues 
of Oénach: FMRSI Reviews. 

Please get in touch if you would like to receive a copy for this purpose by sending an e-mail 
to:oenach.reviews@gmail.com. Requests will be dealt with on a first-come first-served 
basis. 

Dr Ann Buckley, Editor; http://oenach.wordpress.com/reviews/  
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