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                                Newsletter of the Forum for Medieval and Renaissance 

Studies in Ireland

 http://fmrsi.wordpress.com; medrenforum@nuim.ie

   A Monthly Newsletter " Issue Two: October 2008

Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland: Important 
Announcement

The coordinators of FMRSI are delighted to announce the establishment of an   
International Advisory Board. We are honoured to now introduce them to you as 

follows:

Professor Susan Boynton, Department of Music, Columbia University 

Dr Damian Bracken, Department of History, University College Cork 

Dr Michael Dunne, Department of Philosophy, National University of Ireland 
Maynooth

Professor Marie Therese Flanagan, School of History, Queen’s University Belfast

Dr Phyllis Gaffney, Department of French and Francophone Studies, University 
College Dublin  

Dr Anthony Harvey, Royal Irish Academy 

Dr Colm Hourihane, Director Index of Christian Art, Princeton University 

Dr Daniel P. McCarthy, Computistics and Celtic Studies, Trinity College Dublin 

Professor David Mackenzie, Department of Hispanic Studies, University College Cork 

Professor Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Department of English, Trinity College Dublin 

Professor Cormac Ó Cuilleanáin, Department of Italian, Trinity College Dublin

Professor Elizabeth Okasha, Department of English, University College Cork 

Professor John J. Thompson, School of English, Queen’s University Belfast
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Have a Submission, Question or Suggestion? Contact the Editor, Carrie Griffin, at carrie.griffin@ucc.ie

CONFERENCE REPORTS 

by Ann Buckley

Leeds International Medieval Congress, 7-10 July 2008

This year’s Leeds Medieval Congress had ‘The Natural World’ as its main theme. Besides that, many 
other topics were represented in over 350 individual sessions with more than 1100 contributing 
participants. Full details of the programme may be seen at the following website: http://
www.leeds.ac.uk/ims.imc 

Matters of Irish interest, or involving staff of universities in Ireland, were represented in no less than 34 
different sessions. Full sessions included the following: ‘The Unnatural World in Celtic 
Christianity’ (222), organised from the Centre for the Study of Religion in Celtic Societies, University of 
Lampeter; ‘The Early Irish Outlook on the Natural World’ (322), organised from the Centre for Medieval 
and Renaissance Studies, University of Durham; ‘Irish Bishops in the Middle Ages’ (626), organised from 
the Mícheál Ó Cléirigh Institute, University College Dublin; ‘Ireland and National Identity in the Late 
Middle Ages’ (709), organised from the University of St Andrews Institute of Medieval Studies.

Moving beyond Irish Studies, other sessions were also sponsored or (co-)organised by scholars from 
Ireland, including one on Anglo-Saxon Riddles (1220), from the School of English, Trinity College Dublin 
and the Department of English, University of Leicester; the First Crusade (1226), from the School of 
History and Humanities, Trinity College Dublin; and three sessions on ‘Approaching the Byzantine 
Family’(110, 210, 310), from the Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman and Modern Greek Studies, and the 
Institute of Archaeology and Antiquity, University of Birmingham, together with the Institute of 
Byzantine Studies, Queen’s University Belfast / AHRB Centre for Byzantine Cultural History and the 
School of History and Archaeology, Cardiff University. 

Individual papers included topics in History (223a, 626a-c, 709a-c), Anglo-Saxon (717b), English (111d, 
1019a, 1511a), Old French Literature (623a), Early and Medieval Irish (322c), Music and Liturgy (706c), 
Anthropology (814a).

The following is a summary of participation from Ireland:

Individual papers: TCD (8), UCC (4), UCD (4), NUIM (2), QUB (2), NUIG (1)

Organised sessions: QUB (3), UCD (1).

The theme of next year’s Leeds Medieval Congress is ‘Heresy and Orthodoxy’. It takes place on 13-16 
July 2009. Further details are available at the web address provided above.
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CONFERENCE REPORTS 

CARMEN – Co-operative for the Advancement of Research through a Medieval European 
Network

The 3rd Annual Meeting of CARMEN took place at the Centre d’Études Supérieures de Civilisation 
Médiévale (CÉSCM), University of Poitiers, during 19-21 September 2008. by CARMEN was founded 
with the express aim of establishing a worldwide network of medievalists from universities, national 
bodies, and public and private institutions in order to facilitate cooperation and exchange of 
information among those actively involved in teaching and research. (In this aim it also provided the 
model, and the inspiration, for FMRSI as a local ‘Irish CARMEN’.) 

Participants came from Europe, North America and Australia, and sessions were organised in such a 
way as to give ample time for discussion and networking. One of the trademark features of these 
meetings is the Saturday morning ‘Marketplace’ where ‘stalls’ are laid out by different research groups. 
Others shop around and engage in discussion with the stallholders, exploring possibilities for 
collaboration, or investigating possibilities for new projects. Saturday afternoon is devoted to parallel 
sessions organised by both established and embryonic CARMEN research groups. These are more 
intense versions of the Marketplace, developing new research lines and reporting on progress. They 
provide an opportunity for people do decide if they wish to enter into firmer commitments, and to join 
a research group.

Current and embryonic projects include the following:

•! Medieval Manuscript Research and the Semantic Web studies, 

•! Inventory of Medieval Scientific Terminology,   

•! Medieval People

•! Medieval Urban Literacy

•! Towards a New History of Medieval Latin Literature

•! Vernacular Voices and Latin Narratives, c. 900-1200

•! Rethinking Truth and Knowledge in European Culture

•! Cults Surrounding Holy Men and Women in the European Middle Ages

At a more general level, two major initiatives are the Advocacy Group for Medieval Studies, and the 
Medieval Graduate School, a proposal for distance-learning doctoral programmes in Medieval Studies. 
Both of these are particularly important to a world in recession, when Medieval Studies are ever more 
under threat of extinction in so many of our institutions. By pooling our resources, and by making then 
available over the internet, we have an important channel for supporting both education and research 
at a relatively low cost.  Furthermore, the internet opens up many possibilities for access to specialists 
and research areas not always available in a single institution, or even region.

Further details on these and on all other aspects of CARMEN activities are available at the following 
website: www.carmen-medieval.eu You are encouraged to contact project leaders if you would like 
more information or are interested in collaboration.
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NEWS FROM THE 
BRITISH LIBRARY

As of this week, over 400 new entries 
for Medieval and Renaissance 
manuscripts (with at least one image 
per record) from the British Library 
Harley Collection have been made 
available online as part of the 
Catalogue of Illuminated 
Manuscripts. Please note that some 
new images have also been added to 
records which were already online.

A few novelties:
- we are in the process of illustrating 
the glossary, a particularly useful 
resource for teaching (letters A-D are 
now completed, more to come!)
- ‘Treasures known and unknown in 
the British Library’, a talk given by 
Prof. John Lowden (Courtauld 
Institute) in June 2007 as part of the 
British Library ‘Treasures’ conference 
is now available online, with all 
relevant images." Do explore all the 
other tours on offer.

Please spread the word and send us 
feedback, suggestions, corrections! 
Uploads take place every 6 months.

Dr Catherine Yvard, Project Officer, 
Catalogue of Illuminated 
Manuscripts, British Library
(See Also: Conference 
Announcement in Loose Leaves)

OENACH: 
SUGGESTIONS FOR 
REVIEWS

As many of you will know we 
are in the process of 
establishing a new online 
journal, Oenach, which will 
include a regular"reviews 
section. We now ask FMRSI 
members to suggest new and 
forthcoming publications for 
review. All suggestions to the 
Reviews Editor, Dr Ann 
Buckley 
(ann.buckley@nuim.ie)

ARTS OF THE BOOK 
at the Chester Beatty Library

Arts of the Book, a new permanent 
exhibition of the Library’s 
collections, opened in the"first 
floor gallery on 17"May 2008." 
Here, visitors can view books from 
the ancient world including the 
world famous Chester Beatty Love 
Poems (c.1160 BC), Egyptian 
Books of the Dead and beautifully 
illuminated medieval European 
manuscripts and fine European 
printed books, as well as Old 
Master prints. The exhibition"also 
explores the richness of the Islamic 
manuscript tradition - illustrations 
and illuminations, calligraphy, and 
exquisite bindings from across the 
Middle East and India are on 
display."Highlights from East Asia 
include one of the finest 
collections of Chinese jade books 
in the world, Japanese picture-

scrolls depicting fables and 
legends, and deluxe woodblock 
prints. Audio-visual 
programmes"complement the 
exhibition, helping the visitor to 
learn more about the arts of the 
book throughout the world. Web: 
http://www.cbl.ie/Exhibitions/
Permanent-Exhibitions.aspx

Maynooth Medieval 
and Renaissance 
Forum
Maynooth Medieval and 

Renaissance Forum continues its 

annual series of seminars this 

Autumn. Getting the show on the 

road on October 14th will be Dr 

Phyllis Gaffney, School of 

Languages and Literature, 

University College, Dublin, who is 

not just a member of FMRSI but 

an honourary member of its 

International Advisory Board. 

Phyllis’ lecture is entitled: ‘Here’s 

Lucan at you, kid! Old French 

Moving Statues and Medieval 

Images of the Young’. Further 

details can be found at: http://

www.nuim.ie/medievalforum/

seminars.shtml

Have a Submission, Question or Suggestion? Contact the Editor, Carrie Griffin, at carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
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MEMBER’S PROJECTS

Each month Cuttings will run a feature on the research activity being undertaken 

by one of its members. This month Dr Franz Fischer of the Royal Irish Academy 

talks about his current project:

“The St Patrick’s Confessio Hypertext Stack Project aims to build up a comprehensive digital research 
environment to make accessible to academic specialists, as well as to interested lay people, all the textual 
aspects of St Patrick’s Confessio – which is, after all, one of the most important works to have been 
written in medieval Ireland.

“The project envisages providing facsimiles and transcriptions of the extant manuscript testimonies 
together with digital versions of relevant editions, commentaries and translations. All the different textual 
components of this digital resource will be realised in a single hypertext stack of very closely interlinked 
text layers. The Stack itself is then to be embedded in a net of significant contextual information and 
databases such as the definitive lexicographical entries prepared by the Dictionary of Medieval Latin 
from Celtic Sources (DMLCS) project.

“Stack activity is funded by the Programme for Research in Third-Level Institutions (PRTLI), Cycle 4, and 
overseen by Dr Anthony Harvey, Editor of DMLCS (RIA, Dublin). Technical support is given by the 
Digital Humanities Observatory (DHO). For further information see: http://www.dho.ie/
confessio.html.”

Many thanks to Franz for this submission. If you would like to describe your project or individual 

research for Cuttings, contact Carrie Griffin (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie).

Saint of the Month: Edith of Wilton (c.961-984)
The Illegitimate daughter of Edgar "the Peaceable," Edith became a nun at the convent at Wilton, 
where her mother (Wulfthrith or Wilfrida) was also a nun. She was reportedly offered the crown of 
England by nobles who had supported her brother, Edward "the Martyr," against her half-brother, 
Aelthelred "the Unready." Feastday: September 16th. Saintly? Because of a number of post-mortem 
appearances. 

Key Websites:  http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/adversaries/bios/edithwilton.html; http://
www.tudorplace.com.ar/Documents/wilton_abbey.htm
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Loose 
Leaves! ! ! ! !

Shorter Notices and Clippings
CALLS for SUBMISSIONS

Scripta, an international journal 
of palaeography and codicology, 
invites papers on European or 
Mediterranean manuscript 
culture. See the FMRSI Website at: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/28/scripta-journal-
seeks-submissions/

Fons Luminis: an 
Interdisciplinary Journal of 
Medieval Studies seeks 
submissions of articles from all 
areas, especially those with an 
interdisciplinary emphasis. See 
the full post on the FMRSI 
website: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/28/scripta-journal-
seeks-submissions/

CALLS FOR PAPERS 

‘Divers Manuscripts both 
Antient & Curious’: Illuminated 
Treasures from the Harley 
Collection, British Library, June 
29-30 2009. Conference to 
celebrate the mounting of 2000 
Harley MS entries online. See: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/28/divers-manuscripts-
both-antient-curious-british-
library/

The 15th Annual ACMRS 
Conference - “The Five Senses in 
the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance”, Tempe, Arizona, 
12-14 February 2009; full call and 
submission details at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/22/cfp-15th-annual-
acmrs-conference-the-five-senses-
in-the-middle-ages-and-
renaissance-tempe-arizona-12-14-
february-2009/

EVENTS 

Mícheál Ó Cléirigh Seminars at 
University College Dublin, 
October & November; details at: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/24/micheal-o-cleirigh-
seminars-ucd-fridays-at-4-pm-
october-november-2008/

Tradition and the Individual 
Talent: Modes of Authorship in 
the Middle Ages: 17-19 
November 2008, CMS Bergen. The 
aim of the conference is to explore 
different modes of authorship in 
the Middle Ages, but also to probe 
the notions of authorship, agency 
and creativity in general. Thriving 
electronic media, with their new 
creative opportunities and 
constraints, have elicited new 
theoretical responses that have 
had to take into account the 
shared, or more precisely, 
“distributed” authorship of so 
many projects on the Internet. 
Rather than relegating the 
medieval period to the theoretical 
backwaters, we hope to show that 
medieval art, with its own 
networked authorship and 
narratives that often precede their 
tellers, provides a uniquely rich 
resource for anyone attempting to 
conceptualise authorship today. 
We hope to reopen the debate on 
whom we credit with creativity – 
the talented individual, tradition, 
or the creative process itself – a 
question relevant to study of 
authority in all texts, but perhaps 
made especially transparent and 
amenable to study of medieval 
art, literature, historiography and 
culture in general.  Details at: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/09/30/tradition-and-the-

individual-talent-modes-of-
authorship-in-the-middle-ages/ 
[with thanks to Forum member 
Juliet Mullins]

“Europe in Popular Literature” 
February 28th 2009 IADT. As the 
Southern Ireland affiliate of ESSE 
(The European Society for the Study 
of English), the National Association 
of English Studies currently has 240 
members who receive the European 
English Messenger. The national 
conference will be a chance for NAES 
members to meet up and discuss how 
the association is developing, and of 
course to present papers. The theme 
of this conference is “Europe in 
Popular Literature” and it will be 
held in IADT Dun Laoghaire. Papers 
may be presented on popular 
literature that is set in a European 
location, or on a European influence 
on a popular genre. While popular 
literature is often taken to mean 
bestsellers of the 19th to 21st 
centuries, proposals looking at earlier 
literature will also be considered if a 
convincing argument can be made. 
Papers must be presented in English, 
but speakers can examine literature 
that is not written in English, 
particularly in the case of 
comparative literature papers. The 
conference will be a free event and 
since the NAES accepts 
postgraduates, post-doctoral fellows 
and independent scholars as 
members as well as teaching staff, all 
are invited to 
submit proposals.
Please send 
abstracts of 
approximately 300 
words to 

aoife.leahy@ireland.com by 30th 
November 2008.
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GET YOUR EVENTS NOTICED!

The Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland continues to grow. As it 
stands, we have 66 members and we hope to continue to expand our services.

Since Cuttings is delivered to the Inboxes of all FMRSI members, and to the International 
Advisory Board, it is an ideal way for you to advertise events, seminars, conferences, 
workshops, publications and other items of interest to the Medieval & Renaissance 

community in Ireland. Please send all submissions and suggestions to 
the editor, Dr Carrie Griffin, UCC (carrie.griffin@ucc.ie).

We are also keen to encourage and invite new members, particularly 
graduate students and researchers. Please spread the word; 
membership details can be found on our homepage. The form can be 
submitted to medrenforum@nuim.ie. We are also happy to update 
and refresh members’ profiles as necessary; just drop us a line!

The Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland

http://fmrsi.wordpress.com; medrenforum@nuim.ie

Coordinators: Dr Ann Buckley, Dr Carrie Griffin & Dr Juliet O’ Brien


