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Glendalough Visitor Centre  

every Tues. 24th August—21st 

September, 7.30 pm.  

All welcome! 
 

  
 

Supported by the Heritage Office 
of Wicklow County Council as 
an action of the County Wicklow 

Heritage Plan 2009–14. 
 

In this, the fifth year of  

Lectures for the Curious, 
Glendalough’s international 
connections are explored. 

 
 
 

Manuscript evidence testifies that 
Glendalough was a major centre for 
education in the 11th and 12th centuries. 
Sulien, bishop of St David’s in Wales, 
is said, in his Life, to have spent 10 
years studying in Ireland. Could he 

have been in Glendalough? 
 
 

An Anglo-Saxon monastery at in 
Carlow? Definitely!  

How? When? Why? Where?  
Where did the monks go?  

Discover the extraordinary impact this 
Irish-based Anglo-Saxon community 
had on monasticism in continental 

Europe. 
 

Were the Germans and 
Austrians the first in Europe to 

hear about St Kevin of 
Glendalough? How could this 
be? Who told them? Why? 

 
The Market Cross is the 

most elaborate of Glendalough’s 
crosses and it bears distinctly 
‘foreign’ decorative elements. 
Where did these come from? 
Mystery surrounds this cross – 

not any more! 
 

Glendalough is justifiably 
proud of  its connection with 
Würzburg in Germany but 

could it be possible that this is 
all a mistake? 

 
Lectures at 7.30 p.m.  

All are welcome!  
For further information see: 

www.heritageireland.ie  
Tel: 0404-45352 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Lectures for the CuriousLectures for the CuriousLectures for the CuriousLectures for the Curious    

A series of 5 entertaining 

lectures delivered by some 

of the foremost experts in 

the field of early medieval 

Irish studies. 
 

All lectures are free and will be held 
in Glendalough Visitor Centre. 

  Lectures at 7.30 p.m.  
 
 

1. Tuesday, 24th August  
 

Was Sulien at Glendalough? 
 

Sulien, 11th century bishop of St David’s 
in Wales, is said in his Life to have 
spent 10 years studying in Ireland. 
Could he have been in Glendalough? 
Charles Doherty, UCD, explores the 
possibility that this influential bishop 
may have spent time in Glendalough 
rather than in Clonmacnois as is so 
often suggested. 
 

2. Tuesday, 31st August 
 

The First Century of Anglo-Irish 
Relations (c.563–c.739) 

 
The 7th century Anglo-Saxon monastery at 
Rath Melsigí (Clonmelsh, Co. Carlow) was 
the base from which Willibrord launched his 
mission to Frisia resulting in the foundation 
of the monastery of Echternach in modern 
Luxembourg. 
We are delighted to welcome back Dáibhí Ó 
Cróinín, NUIG, who introduces us to our 
Anglo-Saxon neighbours. 

 
3. Tuesday, 7 September 

 
From Glendalough to Austria: 
The oldest manuscripts of the 

Life of St Kevin. 
 

Why was a Life of St. Kevin copied and 
preserved in the library of the Irish 
Benedictine monastery of Regensburg in the 
12th century? Dagmar Ó Riain Raedal, 
UCC, has recently discovered and identified 
this Life and suggests a possible line of 
transmission of the information on St. Kevin 
from Glendalough to Regensburg. 

 
 

4. Tuesday, 14 September 
 

Cologne, Dublin and 
Glendalough: new light on 

the Market Cross 
The Market Cross of Glendalough is 
an elaborate 12th century granite cross 
which, while it incorporates panels of 
well-established Urnes design, also has 
decorative elements distinctly ‘foreign’ 
in origin. Raghnall Ó Floinn, NMI, 
offers a possible source for their 
inspiration, suggests a political 
motivation for the erection of this 
distinctive cross and discusses its 
original location. 

 
5. Tuesday, 21 September 

 
A Glendalough bishop in 
Germany? The Four Masters 
and the three Gilla na Náems 
According to the Annals of the Four 
Masters, Bishop Giolla na Naem 
Laigin of Glendalough travelled to 
Würzburg and died there as head of 
the community of Benedictine monks 
in 1085. Some fine detective work by 
Diarmuid Ó Riain suggests that this 
may well be a case of mistaken 
identity. 

 


