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   A Monthly Newsletter 	 Issue Five: February 2009

New Members of FMRSI

The coordinators of the Forum would like to welcome 
the following new members (December-January) to the 

community:

Professor Raymond Cormier, Longwood University, 
Virginia;

Jesse Dorrington, UCC;

Colin Lahive, UCC;

Emily O’ Brien, TCD;

Cian O’ Mahony, UCC;

Dr Frances McCormack, NUIG;

Dr Mark Stansbury, NUIG;

Declan Treacy, Independent Scholar.

We are delighted to announce too that we now have 79 
members. All profiles can be viewed at: http://

fmrsi.wordpress.com/members/

http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/members/
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Have a Submission, Question or Suggestion? Contact the Editor, Carrie Griffin, at carrie.griffin@ucc.ie

Oenach: Journal of the Forum for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies in Ireland 

Call for Submissions 

Oenach: JFMRSI invites submissions for its first issue, to be published online in the summer of 2009. We 

welcome shorter articles on any topic Medieval and/or Renaissance, as well as new translations, and 

editions, manuscript descriptions, and other new findings, discoveries, and rediscoveries. The terms 

“Medieval” and “Renaissance” are intended in their broadest and most inclusive sense; that is:

• from the Late Antique to the Early Modern periods (roughly 4th - early 17th centuries CE/AD);

• in all parts of the world;

• including other cultures’ equivalents to a “Medieval,” “Renaissance,” or “post-Classical and pre-

Modern” period (if this happens to fall outside the aforementioned chronological period);

• including comparative work, especially work crossing traditional boundaries between “Medieval” 

and “Renaissance,” and work discussing - and indeed questioning - the very terms themselves;

To combat our field’s (broadly speaking) characteristic slow turn-around time and consequent slowness 

in pace, and in the interests of intellectual re-invigoration, Oenach is a digital journal and specializes in 

shorter articles, of two types:

•2,500-4,000 words: most of our articles will be in the form of “notes”: building, for example, on 

material presented recently at colloquia and conferences, or as postgraduate course-work;

•6,000-7,500 words: we will be publishing at most two or three such medium-length articles per issue.

For further details and a style sheet see: http://oenach.wordpress.com/ or contact the editors at 

oenach.journal@gmail.com. 

mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
http://oenach.wordpress.com
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CFP: BORDERLINES XII MEDIEVAL & RENAISSANCE CONFERENCE
“BUILDING BREACHES: THE NEGOTIATION OF BOUNDARY IN MEDIEVAL CULTURE

Co-hosted by University College, Dublin and Trinity College, Dublin, supported by Centre for Medieval 
and Renaissance Studies, Trinity College Dublin and Humanities Institute of Ireland, University College 

Dublin
Supported by the Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, TCD, the Dept. of Irish and Celtic 

Languages, TCD and the Humanities Institute of Ireland, UCD.

Do you suffer from triskaidekaphobia (the irrational fear of the number thirteen)? Do you beware the 
Ides of March? Well then, face your fear by coming to the thirteenth annual Borderlines conference in 
medieval studies, co-hosted by University College, Dublin and Trinity College, Dublin, happening on the 
19th, 20th and 21st of March 2009. 

This year’s conference is called “Building breaches: the negotiation of boundary in medieval culture” and 
seeks papers which explore the notion of liminality in medieval life. Borderlines XIII is especially 
concerned with ‘border life’, liminal times/places in premodern life when people were conscious of 
being on thresholds of many sorts – apocalyptic, social, economic, religious – and the strategies and 
rituals they evolved for crossing them. Most importantly, the thirteenth Borderlines conference puts out a 
call for papers which investigate boundaries of all kinds – of person, place, page and time – and how 
premodern people tweaked, twisted, massaged and broke boundaries in the effort to fashion a space in 
which they fit.

To illustrate its interdisciplinary aspect, the conference title is broken down into a number of 
subheadings: “Stepping into the Breach” (papers on history, archaeology, art); “Neither here nor 
there” (papers on sociological, philosophical and literary themes); “Breach of Contract” (literary theory); 
“Colonizing the breach” (considerations of palaeography, including how glosses and marginalia colonize 
the blank space around the official medieval text); “Bridging the Breach” (the representation of the 
Middle Ages in modern drama and film), and “Internalizing the Breach, Living the Liminal” (with 
attention to the figure of the pariah in medieval culture). 

Although Borderlines is medieval in theory, in practice past conferences have hosted many Renaissance-
themed papers, and this year special invitation is extended to papers which explore the temporal borders 
dividing the Renaissance from the Middle Ages.

As well as offering an exciting forum for the airing of the latest research in medieval studies, Borderlines 
XIII promises a host of medieval-oriented activities including:

• Plenary lecture given by Professor Helen Cooper (Cambridge University)
•  Tour of medieval Dublin led by Dr. Stephen H Harrison of the Friends of Medieval Dublin
•  ‘Quills and Ink’ workshop
•  Tavern Inquisition (‘table quiz’)
• End-of-conference “Domesday Banquet”. 

Proposals of 250 words for a 15-minute paper (with 10-minutes allowed for questions and discussion) 
should be submitted electronically by the 1st of February 2009 to info@borderlines.ie .  

BORDERLINES XIII  "Building breaches: the negotiation of boundary in medieval culture" . Thursday 
19th, Friday 20th, and Saturday 21st of March, 2009.

Check www.borderlines.ie for more information.

mailto:info@borderlines.ie
mailto:info@borderlines.ie
http://www.borderlines.ie
http://www.borderlines.ie
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MEMBER’S PROJECTS

Each month Cuttings runs a feature on the research activity being undertaken 
by its members. This month’s we feature the work of Dr Pádraic Moran, 

University of Cambridge.

Pádraic Moran is working on the Early Irish Glossaries Project at the University of 
Cambridge (with Paul Russell and Sharon Arbuthnot). The project will produce modern 
editions of three Irish glossaries (and some related texts): Sanas Cormaic (Cormac’s 
glossary), O’Mulconry’s glossary and Dúil Dromma Cetta. These glossaries comprise 
several thousand entries discussing the etymology and significance of Irish words, 
written in Old and Middle Irish, and compiled from the eighth century. They are 
encyclopædic in scope, making reference to poetry and the status of poets, Irish law, 
mythology and historical narrative, and other aspects of Irish culture. 

Pádraic’s particular research interests include the evidence of Irish glossaries for the 
transmission of Latin literature in Ireland, the study of languages (especially Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew), and the development of the Irish linguistic tradition. He is also 
creating a searchable digital edition of diplomatic manuscript readings, linked to 
manuscript images and lexicographical resources. 

Project website: www.asnc.cam.ac.uk/irishglossaries/
Personal website: www.pmoran.ie

If you would like to describe your project or individual research for Cuttings, please contact Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie).

http://www.asnc.cam.ac.uk/irishglossaries/
http://www.asnc.cam.ac.uk/irishglossaries/
http://www.pmoran.ie
http://www.pmoran.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
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REVIEW FOR 
CUTTINGS?
We welcome reviews of the 
following exhibitions for 
publication in Cuttings. If you are 
interested, please contact editor 
Carrie Griffin 
(carrie.griffin@ucc.ie). We also 
welcome suggestions for review, 
or reviews of exhibitions not 
listed here:

- Medieval and Renaissance 
Hightlights: Makers and 
Markers, Victoria and Albert 
Museum, until April 27;

- Byzantium, 330-1453, Royal 
Academy of Arts London, until 
March 22;

-Daniel Maclise (1806-1870): 
Romancing the Past. Crawford 
Municipal Gallery Cork, until 
February 14;

-Babylon: Myth and Reality, 
British Museum, until March 15;

-‘Le Roi Arthur: une légende en 
devenir'. Rennes: Les Champs 
Libres, until January 4th. Paris: 
Bibliothèque Nationale de 
France, 2009.

SAINT OF THE 
MONTH 
St Valentine Feastday: February 
14th.

At least three different Saint 
Valentines, all of them martyrs, 
are mentioned in the early 

martyrologies under date of 14 
February. One is described as a 
priest at Rome, another as bishop 
of Interamna (modern Terni), and 
these two seem both to have 
suffered in the second half of the 
third century and to have been 
buried on the Flaminian Way, but 
at different distances from the 
city. In William of Malmesbury's 
time what was known to the 
ancients as the Flaminian Gate of 
Rome and is now the Porta del 
Popolo. Of both these St. 
Valentines some sort of Acta are 
preserved but they are of 
relatively late date and of no 
historical value. Of the third 
Saint Valentine, who suffered in 
Africa with a number of 
companions, nothing further is 
known.
The popular customs associated 
with Saint Valentine's Day 
undoubtedly had their origin in a 
conventional belief generally 
received in England and France 
during the Middle Ages, that on 
14 February the birds began to 
pair (see Chaucer’s Parliament of 
Foules). For this reason the day 
was looked upon as specially 
consecrated to lovers and as a 
proper occasion for writing love 
letters and sending lovers' 
tokens. Both the French and 
English literatures of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
contain allusions to the practice. 
Perhaps the earliest to be found is 

in the 34th and 35th Ballades of 
the bilingual poet, John Gower, 
written in French; but Lydgate 
and Clauvowe supply other 
examples. Those who chose each 
other under these circumstances 
seem to have been called by each 
other their Valentines. 

-(from The Catholic Encyclopedia; 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen). 

For those wishing to visit St 
Valentine's Shrine in Dublin, 
Whitefriar Street Church is located 
between Aungier Street and Wexford 
Street, and is just a few minutes' 
walk west of St Stephen's Green. 

mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
mailto:carrie.griffin@ucc.ie
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04636c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04636c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12409a.htm
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13164a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
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Loose Leaves   
Shorter Notices and Clippings

FUNDING

Mellon Sawyer Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship, 
“Homosexualities, from 
Antiquity to the Present”; UCLA.  
Deadline: March 13th. See: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/24/mellon-sawyer-
postdoctoral-research-fellowship-
homosexualities-from-antiquity-
to-the-present-ucla/

The Neil Ker Memorial Fund 
Awards, British Academy. 
Deadline: 15 March 2009. For full 
details see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2008/11/28/announcement-of-
deadlines-neil-ker-memorial-
fund-awards-and-stein-arnold-
exploration-fund-awards/ 

Postdoctoral Fellowship 
(Leverhulme) in French, 
University College London. 
Deadline: February 9th. See: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/26/postdoctoral-
fellowship-leverhulme-in-french-
university-college-london/

Postdoctoral Fellowship 
(Leverhulme) in French, 
University of Warwick. Deadline: 
February 6th. For further details 
see: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/26/postdoctoral-
fellowship-leverhulme-in-french-
university-of-warwick-2/

CALLS FOR PAPERS 

Skepsi is pleased to invite 
contributions for the second 
issue of the Interdisciplinary 
Online Journal of European 

Thought and Theory in 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
University of Kent. Theme: 
Considerations of Audience
in Medieval & Early Modern 
Studies. Deadline: February 20th.  
See: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/26/cfp-skepsi-issue-2-
spring-2009/

The German Historical 
Institute’s Medieval History 
Seminar; London, 8-11 
October 2009. Deadline: 15th 
February. See http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/24/cfp-the-german-
historical-institutes-medieval-
history-seminar-london-8-11-
october-2009/

 CFP (Graduate Students): 
“Hortulus” special issue on 
Witches, Wizards and Magic 
from the Middle Ages to the 
Early Modern Period. Deadline: 
March 1st. For details: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/24/cfp-postgrads-
hortulus-special-issue-on-witches-
wizards-and-magic-from-the-
middle-ages-to-the-early-modern-
period/

CFP: “Migrating Minds: 
Imagined Journeys - Imagined 
Homecomings”; Centre for Irish 
and Scottish Studies, University 
of Aberdeen, 14-15 May 2009. 
Deadline: February 15th. See: 
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/24/cfp-migrating-
minds-imagined-journeys-
imagined-homecomings-centre-
for-irish-and-scottish-studies-
university-of-aberdeen-14-15-
may-2009/

NEWS

The International Alain Chartier 
Society/Société internationale 
Alain Chartier are pleased to 
announce their new website and 
on-line bibliography. Further 
details at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/25/news-international-
alain-chartier-society/

Pecia: New Website. “Pecia: 
Ressources en médiévistique” is 
proud to announce the launch of 
their new website: http://
pagesperso-orange.fr/pecia/ For 
further details see: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/24/pecia-new-website/.

EVENTS

Prof. Thomas Clancy will deliver 
the Sir John Rhys Memorial 
Lecture at the British Academy, 
London, on March 4th. The 
lecture is entitled: “Gaelic in 
medieval Scotland: advent and 
expansion”. Details at: http://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/
2009/01/21/prof-thomas-clancy-
sir-john-rhys-memorial-lecture-
gaelic-in-medieval-scotland-
advent-and-expansion-british-
academy-london-4-march-2009/ 
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FMRSI MEMBERSHIP
We are delighted to announce that FMRSI currently has 79 members. All member 

profiles can now be viewed at: http://fmrsi.wordpress.com/category/members-
profiles/.

However we continue to encourage and invite new members, particularly graduate 
students and researchers. Please spread the word; membership details can be found 
on our homepage. The form can be submitted to medrenforum@nuim.ie. We are also 
happy to update and refresh members’ profiles as necessary; just drop us a line!

FMRSI: Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland
http://fmrsi.wordpress.com

medrenforum@nuim.ie

Coordinators
Dr Ann Buckley, Department of Music, NUI Maynooth

Dr Carrie Griffin, Department of English, University College Cork
Dr Juliet O’Brien, School of Languages and Literatures, University College Dublin / 

Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Trinity College Dublin

International Advisory Board
Professor Susan Boynton, Department of Music, Columbia University 
Dr Damian Bracken, Department of History, University College Cork 

Dr Michael Dunne, Department of Philosophy, National University of Ireland 
Maynooth

Dr Phyllis Gaffney, Department of French and Francophone Studies, University 
College Dublin  

Dr Anthony Harvey, Royal Irish Academy 
Dr Colum Hourihane, Index of Christian Art, Princeton University 

Dr Daniel P. McCarthy, Department of Computer Science, Trinity College Dublin 
Professor David Mackenzie, Department of Hispanic Studies, University College Cork 

Professor Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Department of English, Trinity College Dublin 
Professor Cormac Ó Cuilleanáin, Department of Italian, Trinity College Dublin

Professor Elisabeth Okasha, Language Centre, University College Cork 
Professor John J. Thompson, School of English, Queen’s University Belfast
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