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Launch of FMRSI 

Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland: 

Current Trends and Future Directions 
Trinity College Dublin, 26-27 February 2010 

Call for Papers 
 
The Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland (FMRSI) was established in September 2007 
with the aim of facilitating dialogue and fellowship among scholars and postgraduate researchers 
throughout the island of Ireland. Now that the organisation has become more firmly established (with a 
current membership of just over 100), it will be officially launched at Trinity College Dublin on 26-27 
February 2010. 
 
The launch will feature a symposium entitled ‘Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland: Current 
Trends and Future Directions’, comprising a Round Table discussion with invited guest speakers including 
Professors Brendan Dooley (UCC), Poul Holm (TCD), Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin (TCD), Elisabeth Okasha 
(UCC), John Thompson (QUB), and Dr Mark Stansbury (NUIG), and papers delivered by senior 
scholars, as well as postgraduate and early-career researchers. It is made possible through the gracious 
hospitality of Trinity College Dublin, and the sponsorship of the Society for Renaissance Studies whose 
generous support will provide some financial assistance for postgraduates and unsalaried participants. 
 
The Symposium will open with the Round Table on Friday afternoon at 4 p.m. followed by the official 
launch of the Forum and a wine reception (kindly sponsored by Four Courts Press). The Saturday sessions 
will consist of short presentations on (A) current Ph.D. and early post-doctoral research, and (B) senior 
research projects. Presentations (15 minutes maximum) may be in the form of short papers or posters. 
 
Proposals (via e-mail) should reach the organisers no later than Monday, 8 February 2010. When 
submitting a proposal, please indicate to which session category (A or B) it belongs, any technical 
requirements, and whether financial assistance is sought. Admission free. Advance registration essential (e-
mail: medrenforum@gmail.com). 
 
This event is supported by: 

   
 

 



Oenach: Journal 
of 
the FMRSI 
 
Oenach, the online 
journal of the FMRSI, 
will now be devoted 
exclusively to 
postgraduate research. 
Proposals for papers 
are welcome worldwide, 
and are not limited to 
members of the 
FMRSI. The primary 
aim of the journal is to 
promote 
interdisciplinary 
research across the 
fields of Medieval, 
Renaissance and Early 
Modern Studies. We 
wish to recruit a 
number of voluntary 
editorial assistants to 
work on the Journal. 
Applicants must be 
bona fide postgraduate 
or early postdoctoral 
researchers at a third 
level institution in the 
Republic of Ireland or 
Northern Ireland. 
If interested, please 
send an email to 
medrenforum@gmail.c
om, or contact any of 
the FMRSI 
coordinators. 
 
 

FMRSI 
Membership 
Passes 100! 
 
The membership of the 
Forum for Medieval 
and Renaissance 

Studies in Ireland now 
stands at 101! We 
welcome all of our 
recent new members, 
but we would 
particularly like to 
mention Dr Jenifer Ní 
Ghradáigh of University 
College Cork who 
became our 100th 
member. Unfortunately 
there is no prize ...! 
 
All membership 
applications (forms for 
which can be found on 
our website) or changes 
to existing members' 
pages can be directed to 
medrenforum@gmail.c
om. 
 
 

 
 
 

FMRSI on 
Facebook 
 
FMRSI now has a 
Facebook page. Anyone 
with an interest in 
Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies 
may become a fan of 
our page. 
 
We hope through our 

presence on Facebook 
to link with similar sites 
and networks both here 
in Ireland and abroad. 
At present the site will 
be mostly used for 
notices regarding newly 
published books, 
employment news, and 
we are also happy to 
announce upcoming 
events and conferences.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To become a ‘fan’, join 
us at: 
http://www.facebook.co
m/home.php?#/pages/F
orumforMedieval-and-
Renaissance-Studies-in-
Ireland/167725991439?
ref=mf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review for Oenach?  
 
Any members wishing to 
review new books for Oenach 
Reviews should contact the 
editor, Dr Ann Buckley, at 
oenach.reviews@gmail.com.  
 
 
The current issue can be 
accessed at: 
http://oenach.wordpress.com/
2008/09/14/oenach-reviews-
11/ 
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Report on Imbas  
The National University 
of Ireland, Galway 
Interdisciplinary 
Postgraduate Medieval 
Conference November 
13-15th 2009. 
 
Building upon the 
success of 'Power in the 
Middle Ages', 
November 7-9th 2008, 
a conference committee 
was established in early 
2009 with the goal of 
securing an annual 
interdisciplinary 
postgraduate medieval 
conference at the 
National University of 
Ireland, Galway. One of 
the first tasks was to 
name the conference 
event as a means of 
establishing a unique 
yet recognisable identity 
instantly synonymous 
with NUIG. The 
chosen name was 
Imbas, the Old Irish for 
'poetical technique' and 
'knowledge'; when 
combined with 
Forosnai, the term 
refers to 'knowledge 
that illuminates'.  
 
With funding secured, a 
date set for November 
2009 and the theme of 
Alliances, the 
committee sought to 
expand the conference 
format by offering 
delegates two modes of 
publications; podcasts 
and a newly established 
peer reviewed open-
access journal, both of 
which will be available 

through the conference 
website in early 2010.  
 
The conference was 
boosted even further by 
the attendance of 
Professor Ian Wood of 
the School of History, 
University of Leeds, 
whose plenary lecture 
discussing 
contemporary historical 
depictions of the 
barbarian empires was 
warmly welcomed by an 
enthusiastic audience.  
 
The conference 
programme was varied, 
exploring both the 
widest interpretations of 
alliances and offering 
innovative insights into 
established research. 
Papers ranged from the 
classical to the early 
modern period, 
incorporating topics 
such as constructions of 
power in Celtic Ireland, 
the meaning of the 
warlord in fifth-century 
Africa, the emergence 
of the witch stereotype 
in late medieval 
Europe, and religious 
debate in pre-
Reformation literature. 
Underlying the diversity 
of the seven panels was 
a consideration of the 
place of the individual 
in society, of cultural, 
religious and ideological 
alliances welcomed, 
challenged and 
reshaped. Once again, 
thanks to generous 
funding, the conference 
programme was 

complemented by 
ample catering. The 
conference dinner was 
held at the Harbour 
Hotel Galway with a 
performance by the 
Galway Early Music 
Group, Seoda.  
 
During the previous two 
years, I have had the 
pleasure of developing 
the conference from an 
idea to successful event. 
A new committee, 
Francesca Bezzonne 
(Department of 
Classics), Trish Ni 
Mhaoileoin 
(Department of Irish), 
and Sarah McCann 
(Department of 
History), are currently 
working on the 2010 
conference with the 
intention of surpassing 
the success of the two 
previous conferences. 
Indeed, medieval 
studies continues to 
thrive at NUIG; a 
conference dealing with 
the life and literature of 
Geoffrey Chaucer will 
be held from 19 - 20th 
May 2010 to be 
followed by the 24th 
Annual Irish 
Conference of 
Medievalists 25 - 27th  
June 2010. 
 
 
Thanks to: Grace 
Windsor, IRCHSS 
scholar, Department of 
English, National 
University of Ireland, 
Galway. 
 



Upcoming 
Conference, Insular 
and Anglo-Saxon, 
Art and Thought in 
the Early Medieval 
Period 
 
Tuesday and 
Wednesday, March 
16th and 17th 2010 in 
Princeton University. 
 
Speakers will include: 
 
Michelle P. Brown, 
University of London;  
Carol Farr, 
Independent Scholar;  
Peter Harbison, Royal 
Irish Academy; 
Lawrence Nees, 
University of Delaware;  
Nancy Netzer, Boston 
College; 
Carol Neuman de 
Vegvar, Ohio Wesleyan 
University; 
Éamonn O' Carragáin, 
Emeritus, University 
College Cork;  
Jennifer O' Reilly, 
Emerita, University 
College Cork; 
Heather Pulliam, 
Edinburgh University; 
Jane Rosenthal, 
Emerita, Columbia 
University; 
Michael Ryan, Chester 
Beatty/Discovery 
Programme; 
Ben C. Tilghmann, 
Walter Art Museum; 
Benjamin Withers, 
University of Kentucky. 
 
Full programme will be 
available shortly at: 

http://ica.princeton.edu/
conference.php. 
 
Spaces are limited and 
registration is required. 
There is no charge for 
the conference. 
 
To register please 
contact Robin Dunham 
(rdunham@princeton.e
du) before March 8th 
2010. 
 
 
New Publication: 
Making Ireland 
Roman, Cork 
University Press 
 
 
Making Ireland Roman: 
Irish Neo-Latin Writers 
and the Republic of 
Letters is a newly-
published collection of 
essays issued by Cork 
University Press. 
Foregrounding the 
research of scholars 
attached to the Centre 
for Neo-Latin Studies in 
University College 
Cork, the collection, 
edited by Jason Harris 
and Keith Sidwell, 
examines for the first 
time a lost continent of 
Irish intellectual life 
from the sixteenth to 
the eighteenth century. 
 
The collection was 
launched on January 
21st in UCC's Aula 
Maxima by the newly-
appointed Vice-Head of 
the College of Arts, 
Celtic Studies, and 
Social Sciences 

Professor Graham 
Allen of the School of 
English, and the launch 
was followed by a 
lecture delivered by 
Professor Keith Sidwell. 
 
Articles include a 
detailed reconstruction 
of a feud with Scottish 
historians about the 
identity of medieval 
‘Scotia’ as they claimed 
that it referred to 
Scotland rather than 
Ireland. Other articles 
include a contextual 
study of the political 
epic poem ‘Ormonius’, 
an examination of the 
major Latinist Richard 
Stanihurst and an 
evaluation of the 
literature of Catholic 
exile.  
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