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Cuttings

Merry Christmas!

Welcome to the December 2013 issue of Cuttings. Its been another 
good year for the Forum; we have continued to welcome new 

members, and new friends and followers on Facebook and Twitter. We 
hope that you have enjoyed the numbers of Cuttings that have been 

produced throughout the past year, and we welcome your 
contributions and feedback as we continue to plan new issues for 
2014. We also thank very sincerely our interviewees, contributors, 

reporters and readers over the past twelve months.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a happy and safe 
festive season!

 - Carrie Gri!n, Ann Buckley & Emer Purcell
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Two recent launches of books on music
The Encyclopaedia of Music in Ireland, 2 vols, gen. eds Harry White and Barra 

Boydell (UCD Press, 2013).

The Encyclopaedia of Music in Ireland (EMIR) was launched by President Michael D. 
Higgins in the Freemasons’ Hall, Dublin, on Friday 4 October. The medieval entries 
(Subject Editor, Ann Buckley) amount to over seventy different articles on religious 
and secular music in medieval Ireland, on liturgical manuscripts, liturgies for Irish 
saints, music in religious orders, musical instruments, and known composers and 
musicians.

EMIR represents the first comprehensive attempt to chart Irish musical life across 
recorded history. It also documents Ireland's musical relations with the world at large, 
notably in Britain, continental Europe and North America, and it seeks to identify the 
agencies through which music has become an enduring expression of Irish political, 
social, religious and cultural life. 

EMIR is the collective work of 240 contributors whose research has been marshalled 
by an editorial and advisory board of specialists in the following domains of Irish 
musical experience: secular and religious music to 1600; art music, 1600-2010; Roman 
Catholic church music; Protestant church music; popular music; traditional music; 
organology and iconography; historical musicology; ethnomusicology; the history of 
recorded sound; music and media; music printing and publishing; and, music in 
Ireland as trade, industry and profession. To this end, EMIR represents the single 
largest research project on music in Ireland to have been undertaken to date.

For further details see: http://www.ucdpress.ie/display.asp?
K=9781906359782&aub=Harry%20White&m=1&dc=1

continued ... 
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Two recent launches of books on music

The Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology, ed. J.R. Watson and Emma Hornby 
(Canterbury Press, 2013) 

The Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology is the first attempt in more than one hundred years to 
produce a replacement for John Julian’s A Dictionary of Hymnology. It is an essential online 
reference resource for scholars of global hymnody, with information on the hymns of many 
countries and languages, and a strong emphasis on the historical as well as the contemporary.

www.hymnology.co.uk

Left: Dr Emma 
Hornby (Co-editor of 
the Dictionary), 
University of Bristol, 
with Professor John 
Caldwell, University 
of Oxford, 
contributor of articles 
on medieval hymns.

Right: Dr Emma Hornby 
(Co-editor of the 
Dictionary) with Dr Ann 
Buckley, contributor of 
articles on medieval Irish 
hymns.
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‘Blood, Battles and Burials in Viking Age Dublin’ was a seminar recently run by Dublinia in the 
Wood Quay Venue, Dublin City Council on 16 November 2013.  The seminar was organized to 
mark a new exciting display in Dublinia, the human remains of a Viking warrior excavated by Linzi 
Simpson from South Great Georges St. The skeletal remains of the warrior are so well preserved 
that osteological and scientific analysis has revealed extraordinary details about the warrior; where 
he grew up, his health and physical stature, his role within a warrior elite and the personal items he 
was buried with. 

Inspired by such detail, the seminar explored the historical and archaeological context of warrior 
burials, with the opening speaker and trustee of Dublinia, Linzi Simpson, putting forward the early 
date of the warrior burial to before 841AD and the first acknowledged Viking settlement in Dublin. 
While no physical battles took place Donnchadh Ó Corráin (UCC) did make a tongue-in-cheek 
comment on previous scholarly research in his paper on the use of the word ‘Lochlainn’. His own 
view, that the term could be identified with Norse active in Scotland and the Northern Isles, was 
backed up by linguistic evidence from written sources from the twelfth century. Howard Clarke, 
also a trustee of Dublinia, gave a lecture on Weapons and Warfare in Viking Age Dublin, detailing the 
historical evidence of warfare in Ireland and leaving way for Andrew Halpin (National Museum of 
Ireland) to explore the material evidence from Dublin. Many of the lectures challenged 
preconceived popular views of Viking warriors and Halpin was no different. He unmasked the 
most popular weapon among Viking warriors: the spear. The burial evidence showed that only elite 
warriors were buried with the trinity of a sword, spear and shield. Sheila Dooley (Curator and 
Education Officer at Dublinia) concentrated on one of the Viking warrior grave goods on display in 
Dublinia, a decorated antler comb. She questioned the validity of vanity as the possible reasoning 
for including the comb in a Viking warrior grave and put forward the idea that Vikings were not 
just heathen warriors but were members of a warrior ideal, exemplary within the community, 
promoting cleanliness as well as moral values.

In light of the upcoming National Museum publication (Feb 2014) on Viking Graves and Grave-
Goods in Ireland by Stephen Harrison (TCD) and Raghnall Ó Floinn, Harrison also battled against 
misconceptions in his presentation by suggesting the Norse burials types in Dublin may be part an 
expression of local identity rather than a Scandinavian burial type. Emer Purcell, UCC (and 
coincidentally also a past employee of Dublinia) gave an insightful paper using historical sources 
detailing the extent of stock plundered by the Vikings and the need to acquire offloading depots or 
camps along the Irish sea board.

" " " " " " " " " " " " continued ...
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Cathy Swift drew blood from the Vikings (and indeed geneticists) to suggest that a DNA study of 
men with Norse surnames was not a reliable enough basis to search for Scandinavian DNA. 
Proceedings were closed by Raghnall Ó Floinn, director of the National Museum of Ireland. He 
shared a personal retrospective on his work with Harrison on analysing the Viking grave project 
and gave a pictorial glimpse of the Viking cemetery site excavated at Kilmainham and 
Islandbridge prior to the construction of Heuston Station railway and showing what seems to 
have been a Viking burial mound. Recordings of the proceedings are due to be uploaded on 
Dublinia’s website www.dublinia.ie  very soon. 

The questions and answers session was illuminated by overseas delegates from Scandinavian 
Viking sites such as Foteviken in Sweden, Upplands in Sweden, The Shetland Islands, Jorvik in 
York, Normandy, Iceland, Finland and Denmark.  The delegates were guests of Dublinia and 
were in Dublin to take part in the AGM of ‘Destination Viking’. The latter is a tourism and 
marketing group committed to uniting Viking sites and providing information to visitors on 
Viking museums, heritage centres, living history sites and archaeological sites throughout the 
Viking world. It is hoped the group will be awarded with EU funding by 2014.

Dublinia has already run a successful lecture series titled ‘Under the Microscope’. The lecture 
series highlighted the multi-disciplinary nature of archaeological excavation and post excavation, 
welcoming speakers such as Jennifer Mulrooney (conservator in the National Museum), Eileen 
Reilly (Environmental Archaeologist from UCD), Barra Ó Donnabháin, (Osteo-archaeologist and 
lecturer in UCC), Ruth Johnson (Dublin city archaeologist) and Howard Clarke (Historian). 

Dublinia has gone through many changes since The Medieval Trust established it in the 
aftermath of the Wood Quay campaign to save Viking Dublin. Previous trustees include John 
Bradley, Patrick Wallace, Anngret Simms as well as the long-standing Howard Clarke and Alan 
Fletcher. As Dublinia moves further into the future its presentation of the past become more 
relevant to the needs of todays' visitors, both young and old. The exhibitions are people-focused, 
multi-sensory, tangible and interactive, allowing visitors to engage with displays, learn about the 
past and enjoy the experience of gaining new knowledge. In light of next year’s Battle of Clontarf 
celebrations there are plans to include a new exhibition detailing the real story on the demise of 
Viking power. Work is currently being done on the oldest part of Dublinia, St Michael’s Tower. 
Earliest records of the site of Dublinia go back to the twelfth century when St Michael’s Church 
stood on the grounds. What is left of the church is a reconstructed church tower dating to 1670. 
The tower roof has been completely restructured and the tower is due to reopen in February 2014. 
Visitors to Dublinia will soon be able to enjoy a 360-degree view of the city and see how the 
urban landscape has changed over the years. 

 -Sheila Dooley, Curator and Education Officer at Dublinia

http://www.dublinia.ie
http://www.dublinia.ie
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Call for Papers: Borderlines XVIII: Power and Influence in 
the Medieval and Modern World  

Borderlines XVIII: Power and Influence in the Medieval and Early Modern World, will 
be held at University College Cork from the 4-6 April 2014. Proposals for both papers 
and panels are welcomed from postgraduate and postdoctoral researchers in the fields 
of both Medieval and Early  Modern studies. This interdisciplinary postgraduate 
conference is kindly funded by the School of History, the School of English, the College 
of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social   Sciences Graduate School, and the Forum for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland

The theme of this year’s conference will focus on the concepts of power and influence. 
From political thought to literary authority, the matters of power and influence, in both 
the Middle  Ages and the Early Modern period, form a consistent presence. Their 
function and interpretation vary and when examining the issue of power, Foucault’s 
statement that “power must be analysed as something which circulates, or rather as 
something which only functions in the form of a chain”, provides us with the starting 
point where we can explore the influences of power on these earlier societies.

This conference will explore and extend current perceptions of the roles of power 
and   influence in both Medieval and Early Modern settings and invites papers that 
address the social, historical, literary, religious and cultural significance of these roles. 
We welcome  papers from researchers in the fields of Anthropology, Archaeology, 
Codicology, Drama, Digital Humanities, Folklore, History, History of Art, Geography, 
Languages, Literature,  Music, Paleography, Philosophy and Theology. Topics may 
include (but are not limited to):

continued...
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• Political power and its structure

• Class system

• Physical power: combat and warfare

• Lack of power and issues of liminality

• Gender roles

• Authority in religion and religious groups

• Power: its presence and absence in society

• Literary authority

• Commerce and economics

• Place and territory

• Depictions of power and powerlessness in art and literature

Abstracts of 250 words for a 20-minute paper plus a short biography are welcomed 
from  postgraduates (MA, PhD) and Postdocs, as are proposals for panels  and 
should be submitted by Friday 31 January 2014 to borderlinesxviii@gmail.com.

The conference is funded by the Schools of English and History, UCC; the College of 
Arts, Celtic Studies and Social Sciences, UCC; and the Forum for Medieval and 

Renaissance Studies in Ireland.

***
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Four Courts Press • New Books in 
Medieval Studies 

The English Isles: Cultural Transmission and Political Conflict in Britain and Ireland, 
1100-1500

Seán Duffy & Susan Foran, editors

Leading medieval scholars discuss the impact of English imperialism and the ways in 
which English and wider European cultural norms were transmitted outwards towards 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales from the Norman Conquest onwards. Subjects examined 
include, in the field of language and literature, the resilience of the English language in the 
face of the forced imposition of French culture by the Normans; national identity in the 
chivalric literature of late 14th-century Scotland; foreign apologues in the bardic verse of 
late medieval Ireland, and, in history, Irish perceptions of the Normans from the mid-11th 
to the mid-12th century; external influences on Welsh saints’ cults; native Welsh 
colonization in Ireland; the survival of monarchy in Scotland in the face of English assault; 
and the anomaly that was the medieval Lordship of the Isles. 

Contributors: John Gillingham (LSE), Dauvit Broun, Matthew Hammond (both U 
Glasgow), Steve Boardman, John Reuben Davies (both U Edinburgh), Patrick Wadden 
(Oxford), Seán Duffy, Niav Gallagher, Susan Foran, Katharine Simms, John Scattergood (all 
TCD).

Seán Duffy is a Fellow of Trinity College Dublin where he is associate professor of 
medieval history. He is editor of the Medieval Dublin series. Susan Foran is a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Centre for Medieval Studies, University of Bergen, where she works on 
chivalry and national historical writing in late medieval Scotland. 

240pp; Hardback. €55/£50. ISBN 978-1-84682-223-0. 

Copies can be purchased in local bookshops and 
online at www.fourcourtspress.ie.	  

http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/
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Music and the Stars: Mathematics in Medieval Ireland

Mary Kelly & Charles Doherty, editors

Ireland’s contribution to modern science is well attested, yet it is not so well known that 
Ireland, famed for over half a millennium for its saints and scholars, was equally 
renowned for the scientific endeavour carried out in its monastic schools. Nor is it 
generally appreciated in wider historical debate that the principles of scientific discovery – 
observation and analysis – flourished in early medieval Ireland. This book addresses that 
lacuna. For the first time, international experts introduce and explore the history of 
mathematics in medieval Ireland – its reception, philosophy and the contribution made by 
Irish scholars to the development of science in Ireland and Western Europe. Along with the 
study of computistics, medieval mathematics comprised the quadrivium of arithmetic, 
music, geometry and astronomy and it is no accident that the period of Ireland’s great 
artistic achievements, such as the Book of Kells and the sculptured crosses, occurred when 
mathematical skills merged with artistic expression.

Contributors: Charles Burnett (Warburg Institute); Howard Clarke (RIA); Charles Doherty 
(UCD); Siobhán Fitzpatrick (RIA); Anthony Harvey (RIA); David Howlett (U Oxford); 
Dáibhí Ó Cróinín (NUIG); Pádraig P. Ó Néill (U North Carolina); Marina Smyth (U Notre 
Dame); Robert Stevick (U Washington); Maura Walsh (NUIG); Immo Warntjes (U 
Greifswald).

Mary Kelly is a member of the RSAI and organizer of the conference ‘Music and the 
Stars’. Charles Doherty is a former president of the RSAI.

288pp; hardback. colour ills. . November 2013. ISBN: 978-1-84682-392-3. Catalogue Price: 
€50.00; Web Price: €45.00. www.fourcourtspress.com. 
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How  did  you  come  to  medieval/Renaissance  studies?  

By a most unexpected route since my primary degree was in electrical engineering, and my 
academic career was in computer science in Trinity College. However, in 1985 our head of 
department, Professor John Byrne, requested my assistance to organise a ‘History of 
Computation’ exhibition in College, and so I approached Dáibhí Ó Cróinín in University 
College, Galway, seeking early Irish Paschal material for exhibition, and this he generously 
loaned to us. Subsequently, in 1987, he sent me a copy of the 84-year Paschal table that he had 
then only recently discovered in a manuscript in Padua in Italy, together with a request that we 
try to establish how it had been constructed. This took about two years to accomplish, but the 
result threw a great deal of light upon early Irish Christianity, their Paschal traditions and the 
authorities upon whom they relied, early Insular ecclesiastical history, including the Synod of 
Whitby and the tonsure controversy, and early Irish annals and their chronology. Thus it was 
Dáibhí’s introduction of me to the Padua 84-year Paschal table that brought me to medieval 
studies

Who  was  your  most  inspirational  teacher/mentor,  and  why?

Undoubtedly Dáibhí Ó Cróinín – my email Inbox holds many hundreds of his lucid and 
constructive replies to my enquiries extending over the last twenty-five years, and without these 
it would have been impossible for me to engage with the medieval material. His generosity with 
primary material is itself an inspiration, such as sending to me, simply a correspondent at the 
time, a copy of a Paschal table that had not been recorded for over twelve hundred years until 
he identified the table in the Padua manuscript. It was both an amazing discovery, and a 
remarkable act of trust and generosity on his part.

What  is  the  last  conference  you  a;ended?

The Fourth International Conference on the Science of Computus in Galway in 2012 at which I 
presented an evaluation of the Paschal tradition associated with the late antique 84-year table 
preserved in the manuscript discovered by Andreas Cramer in Zeitz in 1816.

continued...
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What  book(s)  are  you  currently  reading?

Richard Sharpe’s Roderick O’Flaherty’s Letters to William Molyneux, Edward Lhwyd, and Samuel 
Molyneux, 1696–1709 (Dublin 2013), and Edith Grossman’s translation of Mario Vargas Llosa’s 
account of Roger Casement, The dream of the Celt (London 2012).

What  are  your  hopes  for  the  future  of  early  studies  in  Ireland?  

That its scholars will embrace a wider range of disciplines to help evaluate and critically 
analyse the rich heritage of material that our medieval predecessors have bequeathed to us. 
Two encouraging examples of this approach by young scholars are: the work of Immo 
Warntjes, combining his remarkable knowledge of languages, history, and manuscript 
dissemination, with mathematics to obtain new insights into a wide range of early texts known 
to have circulated in these islands; the work of Francis Ludlow, combining his knowledge of 
meteorology, dendrochronology, and volcanology, with his critical reading of the corpus of 
Insular medieval chronicles and historical narratives to reveal the extent and accuracy of their 
record of physical phenomena.

What  achievement  in  your  career  are  you  most  proud  of,  and  why?  

The synchronisation of the kalends, ferials, and entries of the Annals of Tigernach and the 
Chronicum Scottorum with the Anno Domini of the Julian year over the years AD 1–644, and 
placing this in the public domain at www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie. This has provided an 
unambiguous annalistic chronology for early Christian Ireland which is based upon the oldest 
criteria preserved in the annals themselves, and the arrangement of these annalistic kalends 
and ferials corresponds with their arrangement in the 84-year Paschal table followed by the 
early Irish church.

What  is  your  guilty  pleasure  when  working?

None – I don’t do guilt.

In  your  opinion  can  Irish  medievalists  do  more  to  promote  what  they  do,  and  how?

By making their research results more readily available for discussion on the Web, including 
work-in-progress. I have sometimes been dismayed to learn of substantial research work shut 
away in filing cabinets for decades because the author considers that it is not quite.ready for 
publication.

 

http://www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie
http://www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie
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What  is  your  favourite  historical  novel/movie/website  to  do  with  the  early  periods?

The editions of texts from Ireland available on the website www.ucc.ie/celt/ have been 
absolutely invaluable in my work.

If  you  could  be  transported  back  in  time  to  witness  something,  what  would  it  be?

The Synod of Whitby in 664.

Dr Dan McCarthy is Fellow Emeritus of Trinity College Dublin, and a former Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of Computer Science, there. He has published numerous 

articles on the subjects of chronology, chronicles, Paschal tables, and astronomy. In 2003 
he published with Dr Aidan Breen an edition of De ratione paschali, the Paschal tract 

of Anatolius, late third-century bishop of Laodicea in modern Syria. In 2008 he 
published the first book to systematically and comprehensively survey the Irish 

Annals, the unique mediaeval Christian chronicles which were maintained in Ireland 
from around the arrival of Christianity in the fifth century up to the late sixteenth 

century. He maintains the Irish Annals website www.irish-annals.cs.tcd.ie; he is also a 
member of the Advisory Board of the Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in 

Ireland. 

***
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Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland
Dr Ann Buckley, QUB/TCD, Dr Carrie Griffin, Bristol 

University, Emer Purcell M.Phil (UCD), UCC

Webpage: https://fmrsi.wordpress.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-
Medieval-and-Renaissance-Studies-in-Ireland/167725991439

Twitter: @FMRSI

On  the  FMRSI  Website  this  December...
CFP,  Celts,  Romans  Greeks:  Language  and  Cultural  Contacts  in  the  Roman  Empire  and  
Associated  Areas:  h1p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2013/11/29/cfp-‐‑celts-‐‑romans-‐‑greeks-‐‑
language-‐‑cultural-‐‑contacts-‐‑in-‐‑the-‐‑roman-‐‑empire-‐‑associated-‐‑areas-‐‑heidelberg-‐‑sept-‐‑2014/

CFP,  The  Islands  in  a  Global  Context:  The  Seventh  International  Insular  Art  Conference,  
NUIG:  h1p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2013/11/29/cfp-‐‑islands-‐‑in-‐‑a-‐‑global-‐‑context-‐‑the-‐‑
seventh-‐‑international-‐‑insular-‐‑art-‐‑conference-‐‑16-‐‑18-‐‑july-‐‑2014/

Employment:  Lectureship  in  Late  Medieval  and  Early  Modern  English  Literature,  
University  of  Bristol;  h1p://fmrsi.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/employment-‐‑lectureship-‐‑
in-‐‑late-‐‑medievalearly-‐‑modern-‐‑english-‐‑literature-‐‑university-‐‑of-‐‑bristol/

Employment,  Lecturer  in  History,  1400-‐‑1700,  University  of  Bristol:  h1p://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2013/11/26/employment-‐‑lecturer-‐‑in-‐‑history-‐‑university-‐‑of-‐‑bristol/

CFP,  Periodization:  Pleasures  and  Pitfalls,  St  Anne’College  Oxford:  h1p://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2013/11/25/cfp-‐‑periodisation-‐‑pleasures-‐‑and-‐‑pitfalls-‐‑all-‐‑souls-‐‑
college-‐‑oxford-‐‑3-‐‑june-‐‑2014/

CFP,  Kings  &  Queens:  Entourage,  University  of  Winchester:  h1p://
fmrsi.wordpress.com/2013/11/20/cfp-‐‑kings-‐‑queens-‐‑entourage-‐‑university-‐‑of-‐‑
winchester-‐‑11-‐‑12-‐‑july-‐‑2014/
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